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THEOLOGICAL, 


To the EAlitor of the Gospel Advocate. 
ON THE INCONSISTENCY OF SOME PRO- 
FESSING CHRISTIANS. 


Tue publication of Paine’s Age of 
Reason, was intended to demoralize 
the world, and introduce into every 
settled Christian government, all the 
horrours and blasphemies of the French 
revolution. This horrible purpose, 
however, was overruled by the provi- 
dence of God, and made subservient 
to good. Had the infidel* never pub- 
lished his Age of Reason, bishop Wat- 
son would not, probubly, have written 
his unanswerable apology for the bi- 
ble ; nor would many other excellent 
works in defence of revealed religion, 
have probably seen the light. God 
has in no age ‘ left himself without 
witness” of his mercy and goodness 
to our fallen race. In whatever clime 
disease exists, there its antidote is 
usually found. Wherever vice and 
irreligion seize upon the vitals of a 
nation, there, able defenders of the 
faith, and of the moral government of 
God, are raised up by the gracious 
interposition of Providence. For these 
evidences of the divine goodness, let 
every Christian heart ‘‘ rejoice and be 
glad.” 

These reflections were produced by 

* Lest some fastidious individual in this 
age of liberality, should deem this appella- 
tion harsh, I will here quote Tom Paine’s 
epinion of the bible. ** Before any thing can 
be admitted as proved by the bible, the bible 
itself must be proved to be true. Speak- 
ing for myself, if 1 had no other evidence 
that the bible is fabulous, than the sacrifice 
I must make to believe it to be true, that alone 
would be sufficient to determine my choice.” 

46 ADVOCATE, VOL, II. 


the perusal of the late attacks of Mr. 
Sparks, and his reviewer, on the 
Episcopal church. Her liturgy and 
articles form an insurmountable bar- 
rier to the infidel, and to the impugn- 
ers of our Lord’s essential divinity. 
Her battlements must be overthrown, 
and het bulwarks levelled with the 
ground, before her fidelity to her Lord 
can be corrupted, and the most holy 
places of the sanctuary be surrender- 
ed to the spoiler. While these distinc- 
tive mounds exist, the deity of Jesus 
Christ must be preached by her clem 
gy, and must be the ostensible faith, 
at least, of all her worshippers. It 
cannot be boped for, while her liturgy 
is so constantly read to the people, 
that the faith of her worshippers can 
change. She must herself remain un- 
changed. The‘ faith once deliver- 
ed to the saints,” is equally now the 
faith of her clergy and people, as in 
the primitive days of the Christian 
church. There is no instance, | be 
lieve, in the United States, at least 1 
know of none, of a single Episcopal 
church, under the ministry of an Epis- 
copal clergyman, becoming unitarian. 
All these seceszions from the faith 
have happened principally among the 
presbyterians and congregationatists. 
Ought it not, then, to be a cause of 
joy and gratitude to God, in every 
sincere believer in the deity of Jesus, 
that there is a church whose bulwarks 
of faith cannot be overthrown by the 
impugners of our Lord’s divinity ? 
Amidst the errours and corruptions 
which human invention has introduced 
intc the sanctuary, apd which have 
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defaced the order of harmony, and the 
‘* beauty of holiness,’ ought we not 
to rejoice that theré is a ** church built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
head corner-stone,”” ‘ against which 
the gates of hell shall not prevail ?’ 
If the deity of Jesus be an essential 
article of Christian faith, as we are 
taught to believe in the bible, ought 
it not to be guarded by unchangeable 
formularies, against the attacks of un- 
believers? It certainly appears to me 
to be reasonable and proper. And as 
the protestant Episcopal church was, 
under God, the bulwark of the refor- 
mation against the machinations and 
corruptions of the church and court of 
Rome, so will she continue to be the 
bulwark of the * faith once delivered 
to the saints,” against the attacks of 
those. who would bring “ the Lord 
that bought them,” down to their own 
level, and who “ think wickedly,” as 
the psalmist expresses it, ** that God is 
even such a one as themselves.” 

The attacks of the unitarians on the 
trinitarian faith, have been met by the 
orthodox as became good soldiers un- 
der ‘*the Captain of our salvation.” 
The reverend professor Stuart, a congre- 
gational divine of Andover, has proved 
the deity of Jesus, by some profound 
criticisms on the original text. The 
reverend Dr. Dalcho, an Episcopal 
clergyman of Charleston, South Ca- 
rolina, has proved the divinity of Jesus 
Christ from the testimony of Christian 
and heathen writers ; and the learned, 
and reverend professor Miller, a pres- 
byterian clergyman, o: Princeton, New 
Jersey, has, in a somewhat similar 
manner, ably refuted the impugners of 
our Lord’s divinity.* The two last 


* Letters to the reverend W. E. Channing, 
containing remarks on his sermon recently 
preached and published at Baltimore. By 
Moses Stuart, associate professor of sac. lit. 
in the theological seminary, Andover, 1819. 

Evidences of the divinity of Jesus Christ; 
With the testimony of Christian and heathen 
Writers, that he was caligd God, and wor- 
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writers have quoted from the fathers, 
and I think have shown conclusively 
that Jesus Christ was worshipped as 
God in their days. Among the ear- 
liest writers of the fathers, we find the 
celebrated Ignatius. He was personal- 
ly known to some of the apostles ; was 
made bishop of Amioch by St. Paul, 
A. D. 69; and suffered martyrdom, 
after the death of St. John. There 
can therefore be no question as to his 
being a competent witness of the faith, 
practice. and discipline of the primi- 
tive church, in-the apostolick age. If 
the writings of this father can be prov- 
ed to be authentick and genuine, we 
can have no hesitation in believing 
what he has written on these subjects. 
And the more so, as we know that the 
miraculous influences oi the Hely Spi- 
rit, continued with the church, long 
after the age of Ignatius. ‘The author 
of the “ evidences,” in a note, p. 61, 
states that the smaller epistles of Ig- 
natius are acknowledged to be au- 
thentick and genuine, but the larger to 
be spurious., He refers to ‘*arch- 
bishop Wake’s translation of the apos- 
tolical fathers; Horsley’s controver- 
sial tracts, pp. 133——139. Jortin’s 
remarks on eccl. hist. [. pp. 54-—— 
61. Milner’s church history, I. pp. 
158 Doddridge’s lectures, J.. pp. 
400. Euseb. hist. eccl. lib. 3S. cap. 
35. gr. vel. 32, Han. Lardner’s works, 
(a unitarian,) L. pp. 315, 316. 4to 
edition. Simpson’s Deity of Jesus, 
pp. 468,469, and Kett’s Bampton 
lecture, notes, pp, 22—25; where a 
further list of authorities are referred to.”’ 


shipped as God, in the first three centuries. 
Designed, chiefly, for the use of those, who 
have not an opportunity of consulting larger, 
or more critical works. By Fredenck 

cho, M. D. assistant minister of St. Michael’s 
church, Charleston. 1820, 

Letters on unitarianism ; addressed to the 
members of the first presbyterian church, in 
the city of Baltimore. By Samuel Miller, 
D. D. professor of ecclesiastical history 
and church government, in the theological 
seminary of the presbyterian churchin the 
United States, at Princeton. Trenton, 1821. 











1822.} 


From a careful perusal of these au- 
ihorities, 1am satisfied that the smadl- 
ar epistles of Ignatius are the genuine 
writings of that father. When Dr. 
Miiler’s book appeared, I was pleased 
to notice the same acknowledgment, 
by that learned writer. In a note te 
p. 122, he says; ‘*The author is 
aware, that the authenticity of the 
epistles of Ignatius, has been called in 
question, as well as that of Barnabas, 
before quoted. It is impossible, in a 
work written on the plan, and with 
the design, of these letters, to enter 
into the merits of controversies of this 
sort, It is sufficient for his purpose to 
gay, that the great body of learned men 
consider the epistle of Barnabas, and 
the smaller epistles of Ignatius, (and 
from these alone he offers quotations, ) 
as, in the main, the real works of the 
writers whose names they bear. Of 
this opinion was the eminently learned 
unitarian, Dr. Lardner.” 

The opinion of Dr. Lardner, is given 
in these words: ‘‘ I make little doubt, 
but the smaller epistles, which we now 
have, are, for the main, the same epis- 
tles‘of Ignatius which were read by 
Eusebius, and which, it seems pretty 
plain from Origen, were extant in his 
time.” Again, ‘‘ Considering then 
these testimonies, which I have alleg- 
ed from Ireneus, Origen, and Euse- 
bius, and also.the internal characters 
of great simplicity and piety, which 
are in these epistles, (I mean. the 
smaller,) it appears to me probable, 
that they are for the main, the genuine 
epistles of Ignatius.” And again, ** To 
conclude: as the epistles which we 
now have of Ignatius are allowed to 
be genuine by a great number of learn- 
ed men, whose opinion I think to be 
founded upon probable arguments, (as 
I have also shown in the testimonies 
here alleged,) I now proceed to quote 
them as his.’’* 


* Lardner’s Works, I, p. 316. Lond. 4to. 
5 vol. 1815. 
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That an Episcopal divine should 
acknowledge the epistle of Ignatius to 
be genuine, [do not wonder; but | 
confess I was a little surprised to find 
a presbyterian clergyman, and a uni- 
tarian dissenter, subscribing to tbat 
fact. It does appear to me to be a 
little inconsistent, to acknowledge the 
genuineness and authenticity of a work, 
and yet to deny a matter of fact re- 
corded by the writer, who is allowed 
on all hands to be a competent wit- 
ness of that fact, and who has laid 
down his life, in support of what we 
all acknowledge to be the truth. It 
is true, however, that both Dr. Lard 
ner, and Dr. Miller, have-made a salvo. 
The smaller epistles, are, in the main, 
say they, the genuine writings of Ig- 
natius. Now I presume this expres- 
sion to mean, that the general scope, 
the principal or chief part, the bulk of 
the epistles, are really and traly the 
writings of Ignatius. Now two of the 
principal statements, made by the holy 
martyr, are the deity of Jesus Christ, 
and the existence of the three orders 
of the ministry, bishop, presbyter, and 
deacon, in the church, during the life 
of some of the apostles. From this 
publick declaration of these facts, 
made on the eve of his martyrdom, 
we must believe that the deity of 
Jesus was the faith, and Episcopacy 
the practice, of the church in bis day. 
And we must likewise believe, that 
if the Episcopal. government of the 
church was not adapted to its best in- 
terests in its militant state; if it was 
not consistent with the divine will, in 
the minds of the inspired apostles who 
organized the church, the apostles 
would certainly have abolished it, as 
the corrupt invention of ambitious men. 
They would have left in their writings, 
such an avowal of its inconsistency 
with their opinions and practice, as 
they have done of various heresies 
But we find no such thing. Ignatius 
was acquainted with some of the 
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apostles ;* was made bishop of An 
tioch by St. Paul.t about A. D. 69, 
and suffered martyrdom for the faith at 
Rome, Dec. 20, A, D. 107, seven years 
after the death of St. John. Ignatius, 
therefore, must have known the faith 
of the church, and tbe practice of the 
apostles. 

It appears from the general testi- 
mony of the anciepts, that Ignatius 
was the second bishop of Antioch, 
after St. Peter. That he was not a 
cengregational bishop, presiding over 
a single congregation, may be proved 
from his own genuine writings, wherein 
he distinctly names the three orders 
of the Christian ministry, bishop, pres- 
byter, and deacon. Dr: Lardner, in his 
history of Ignatius, quotes the testimo- 
ny of the ancients to the Episcopal 
order of this holy martyr. And he 
further says, ‘* Beside the bishoprick, 
the martyrdom of this good man is 
another of those few things concerning 
him, which are not contradicted.’’} 
None of the ancients, then, deny that 
Ignatius was a bishop; and as he was 
a bishop, according to the common 
acceptance of the word, during the 
life of the apostles, we are safe in 
concluding the office to be of apostoli- 
cal appointment, and necessary to the 
perfection and government of | the 
church of Christ. 

I shall now proceed to give some 
extracts from the genuine epistles of 
Ignatius, to show, conclusively, as a 
matter of fact, that in his day, and 
while St. John the evangelist was still 
living, the government of the church 
at Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, Phila- 
delphia, &c. was Episcopal. 

From the epistle to the Ephesians. 
**T received, therefore, in the name of 
God, your whole multitude in Onesi- 
mus; who by inexpressible love is 
ours, but according to the flesh is 


* Chrysost. Hom. in Ignat. I. p. 499. 
Socrat. Hist. Eccl. lib. vi. cap. 8, Lardner’s 
works, I. p. 313. 

+ Cave’s Lives, IT. p. 222. 

t Works, I. p. 313. 
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vour bishop.” $8. 1.— For what con- 
cerns my fellow servant Burrhus, and 
your most blessed deacon.”—** That 
being subject to your bishop, and the 
presbytery, ye may be wholly and 
thoroughly sanctified.” S. 2.—*Let 
us take heed therefore, that we do net 
set ourselves against the bishop, that 
we may be subject to God.” 5S. 5.— 
“It is therefore evident that we ought 
to look upon the bishop, even as we 
would do upon the Lord himself.” S. 6, 

From the epistle to the Magnesians. 
“ Seeing then I have been judged wor- 
thy to see you, by Damas, your most ex- 
cellent bishop ; and by your very wor- 
thy presbyters, Bassus, and Apollonius ; 
and by my fellow servant Sotio, the 
deacon.” §. 2.—* It will therefore 
behove you, with all sincerity to obey 
your bishop; in honour of him whose 
pleasure it is that ye should do so, 
because he that does not do so, de- 
ceives not the dishop whom he sees, 
but affronts him that is invisible. For 
whatsoever of this kind is done, it re- 
flects not upon man, but upon God, 
who knows the secrets of our hearts,” 
S. 3.—** I exhort you that ye study to 
do all things in a divine concord: 
your bishop presiding in the place of 
God, your presbyters in the place of 
the council of the apostles; and your 
deacons most dear to me, being en- 
trusted with the ministry of Jesus 
Christ.” §. 6.—* As therefore the 
Lord did nothing without the Father, 
being united to him; neither do ye doany- 
thing without your bishop and presby- 
ters.” S. '7.—** Study therefore to be 
confirmed in the doctrine of our Lord, 
and of his apostles; that so, whatso- 
ever ye do, ye may prosper both in 
body and spirit; in faith and charity ; 
in the Son, and in the Father, and in 
the Holy Spirit ; in the beginning, and 
in the end: together with your most 
worthy bishop, and the well-wrought 
spiritual crown of your presdytery ; 
and your deacons which are according 
to God. Be subject to your bishop,” 
&c. 5. 13. 
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From the epistle to the Trallians. 
“It is therefore necessary, that as ye 
do, so without your bishop you should 
do nothing ; also be ye subject to your 
presbyters, as to the apostles of Jesus 
Christ our hope; in whom if we 
walk, we shall be found in him. The 
deacons also, as being, the ministers of 
the mysteries of Jesus Christ, must by 
all means please all.” 5S. 2.—'* He 
that 1s within the altar ts pure; but he 
that ts without, that. is, that does any 
thing without the bishop, and presbyters, 
and deacons, is not pure in his con- 
science.”” S. 7. 

From the epistle to the Philadel- 
phians. The proem, ‘Ignatius, whe 
is also called Theophorus, to the church 
of God the Father, and our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, which is at Philadelphia, io 
Asia; which has obtained mercy, being 
fixed in the concord of God, and re- 
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cording to the will of God.” S. 4.— 
“I cried whilst | was among you; I 
spake with a loud voice; attend to 
the bishop, and to the presbytery, and 
to the deacons. §S. 7. 

From the epistle to the Smyrneans. 
**See that ye all follow your bishop, 
as Jesus Christ, the Father; and the 
presbytery, as the apostles. And reve- 
rence the deacons, as the command of 
God. Letno man do any thing of what 
belongs to the church, separately from 
the bishop. Let that eucharist be look- 
ed upon as well established, which is 
either offered by the bishop, or by 
him to whom the bishop has given his 
consent. Wheresoever the bishop shall 
appear, there let the people also be ; 
as where Jesus Christ is, there is the 
catholick church. Jt is not lawful 
without the bishop, neither to baptize, 
nor to celebrate the holy-communion ; 


joicing evermore in the passion of our gbut whatsoever he shall approve of, 


Lord, and being fulfilled in all mercy 
through his resurrection: which also 
I salute in the blood of Jesus Christ, 
which is our eternal and undefiled joy ; 
especiaily if they are at unity with 
the bishop, and presbyters who are with 
him, and the deacons appointed ac- 
cording to the mind of Jesus Christ ; 
whom he has settled according to his 
own will in all firmness by his Holy 
Spirit.” ** For as many as are of God, 
and of Jesus Christ, are aiso with their 
bishop. And as many as shall with re- 
pentance return into the unity of the 
church, even these shall also be the 
servants. of God, that they may live 
according to Jesus Christ. Be not 
deceived, brethren: of any one fol- 
lows him that makes a schism in the 
church, he shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God.” S, 3.—** Therefore jet it 
be your endeavour to partake all of 
the same holy eucharist. For there is 
but one flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and one cup, in the unity of his blood ; 
one altar; as also there is one bishop, 
together with his presbytery, and the 
deacéns my fellow servants; that so 
whatsoever ye do, ye may do it ac- 





that is also pleasing unto God ;. that 
so whatever is done, may be sure and 
well done.” S, 8.—**It is a good 
thing to have a due regard both to God 
and the bishop; he that honours the 
bishop, shall be honoured of God.” 
S. 9. 

From the epistle to St. Polycarp, 
bishop of the church at Smyrna. Speak- 
ing to the church through Polycarp, 
Ignatius says, ‘‘ Hearken unto the d:- 
shop, that God also may hearken unto 
you. ‘My soul be security for them 
that submit to their bishop, with their 
presbyters, and deacons. And may my 
portion be together with theirs in 
God.” 5S. 6.* 

From the foregoing statement, it 
appears that, during the life of the 
apostles, the three orders of the minis- 
try, bishop, presbyter, and deacon, 
existed in the church, as they do at 
this day. It likewise appears to be 
a little inconsistent, to disbelieve one 
of the most distinctive characteristicks 
of an author’s writings, when those 


* Archbishop Wake’s translation of the 
Apostofical Fathers. 
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writings are acknowledged to. be ge- 
nuine, and to deny a matter of fact of 
which he must be allowed to be a 
competent witness. It is -not treating 
the holy martyr with the respect due 
to his character, for one party to cull 
froin his writings what will suit their 
turn, and reject the rest; for another 
to take -part of what the first refused, 
and others something else that will 
serve their purpose, and to set down 
all they do not approve, as good for 
nothing. What then would become 
of the integrity of his works, of his 
faith, of his truth, of his testimony to 
the matter of fact for which he died ! 
As the smaller epistles are acknow- 
ledged by the learned of all denomi- 
nations, to be the genuine writings of 
Ignatius, we should, to be consistent, 
believe in the deity of Jesus Christ, 
and in the apostolical origin of Lpisco- 
pacy, as well as in the testimony, 
which he bears. to the genuineness of 
the scriptures, because each of them is 
most explicitly declared in his writ- 
ings. PHILO-IGNATIUS. 


———— 


SERMON.—No. XX. 


DELIVERED AT PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE, BEFORE THE SEVENTH BIEN- 
NIAL CONVENTION OF THE EASTERN 
DIOCESE, SEPTEMBER 25, 1822. 


Loxe ix. 6.—And they departed and 
went through the towns, preaching 
the gospel, and healing every where. 


tx this and the succeeding chapter, 
we have an account of the mission of 
the twelve, who were called apostles, 
and of the seventy, who were called 
disciples, to preach the gospel. In 
the charges given, and in the powers 
delegated to each of them by our 
blessed Lord, there is a strong resem- 
blance. The import of their respec- 
tive directions, is indeed, nearly the 
same; and so are the consequences 
stated as attending the reception ,or 
rejection of their mission, They were 


Sermon.—No. XX. On Luke ix. 6. 
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alike directed to. make no temporal 
provision for their journey, and to 
abide in the same house, in which 
they should first receive a_ hearty 
welcome ; they were both authonz- 
ed to act in his name, and as his 
representatives, and were charged te 
warn the people of the fatal conse- 
quences of rejecting their embassy, 
by shaking off the dust of their feet as 
a testimony against them. The ac- 
count of this mission, and the direc- 
tions given on this interesting occasion, 
afford matter for much uselul reilec- 
tion, adapted to the occasion, on whic 
We are now convened. 

In the first place, we learn that the 
twelve apostles and seventy disciples 
were sent, They did not undertake 
the embassy in their own name, or ov 
their own responsibility. They did 
not run, before they were sent. - They 
did not presume to preach the gospel, 
till they were divinely commissioned ; 
nor to act as the representatives of i he 
Lord Jesus, till they were invested 
with proper authority. ‘They were 
called, sometime previous, to be apos- 
tles and disciples, but waited tora 
special warrant, before engaging di- 
rectly in the work of the ministry. 

there were many who believed ai 


this time in Christ, and heard him 


gladly ; but out of this number, twelve 
only were chosen to be apostles, and 
seventy to be special messengers or 
heralds, to proclaim the advent of his 
heavenly kingdom. 

Hence we detive a plain rule of 
action for our guidance in conducting 
the affairs of the church, at the pre- 
sent day. In Jaying ‘+e foundations 
and framing the original constitution 
of his spiritual kingdom, Christ pro- 
ceeded according to rules of order; 
and, with an eye to. the future condi- 
tion of his church, pursued such a 
course as would, if followed, be _ most 
conducive to its prosperity, if, then, the 
observance of rules of order and regu- 
larity was needful, while the great 
Head of the church himself was on 
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earth, it has become much more 50, 
since his denarture Asa kingdom, the 
chureh must have a particular organiza* 
tion; as a government, it must have 
an appropriate discipline ; as a socie- 
ty, composed of true believers, it must 
be constituted of regular officers and 
suitable agents to administer its con- 
cerns ; and as a body, of which Christ 
is the head, its various members must 
have their distinct spheres of action. 
All good men are not called to the 
ministry, or to superintend ‘the con- 
cerns: of the church. Its prosperity, 
like that of all other publick institu- 
tions, depends, under the will of God, 
on the wisdom and discretion with 
which its internal concerns are manag- 
ed, Its divine Head has never pro- 
mised to crown with success measures 
dictated by the spirit of anarchy, or 
devised in the councils of folly or 
madness. On the contrary, describ- 
ing the qualificagggyns of those who are 
to take the lead in its affairs, he says 
that they must be ‘“‘ wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves.”” ‘Two impor- 
tant qualifications are here distinctly 
marked out, as necessary to those who 
are to occupy distinguished stations in 
the church, viz. wisdom and integrity. 
And who is to be judge in this case ? 
Is each individual to decide on his own 
ualifications ? and is every one who 
fancies himself to be wise, just, and 
prudent, therefore authorized to assume 
the functions of the sacred ministry, 
and invest himself with ecclesiastical 
authority ? Does not the very specifi- 
¢ation of certain qualifications, parti- 
cularly those which are of a very 
delicate nature, and of which the indi- 
vidual himself is least capable of judg- 
ing, plainly imply the existence of 
some regular tribunal, by which ques- 
tions of this description are to be de- 
cided ? [If uncommon wisdom and 
unimpeachable morals are stated as 


essential qualifications for an office, 


does it not follow, asa necessary con- 
sequence, that authority must be lodg- 
ad somewhere to examine as to the 
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requisite qualifications, and that the 
sanction of this authority must be ne- 
cessary toa regular investiture with 
office ? To me, this conclusion appears 
too plain and obvious to stand in need 
of any laboured arguments. It is a 
self-evident proposition, that regular 
authority is necessary to the well being 
of the churc:, ; for its interests cannot 
be promoted, nor the rights and priti- 
leges of individual members be main- 
tained without it: the conclusion, 
therefore, appears to be irresistible, 
that wherever certain qualifications 
are specified, there must be discre- 
tionary powers, lodged in some suita- 
ble person or persons to decide upon 
them. These considerations afford 
strong ground for the belief that Christ 
left not his kingdom without a regular 
organization, and a regular form of 
government for the administration of 
its concerns. 

But the sacred oracles do not leave 
us to the mere deductions of reason, on 
this subject. Not only the fact is as- 
serted in them, that certain offices 
were ordained by God for the govern- 
ment of the church, but the requisite 
qualifications are described, together 
with the source of authority, and the 
mode of conveying it- Thus St. Paul 
writes in 1 Corinthians xii. 23, God 
hath set some in the church, first 
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers. In the same chapter, the 
church is compared to the .buman 
body, as exhibiting the same symme- 
try and harmony in all its parts, and is 
represented, at the same time, as hav- 
ing been thus constituted by its divine 
Head. Again, the same apostle in his 
address to the elders (or priests) of 
the church of Ephesus, as recorded in 
Acts xx. 28, speaks of their appoint. 
ment to office as having been made by 
divine authority. ‘‘ Take heed tojhe 
flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers.” If we under. 
stand the apostle here to mean merely 
that the Holy Ghost had designated 
these persons to office, it must be taken 
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for granted that the office already exist- 
ed; and such an appointment, made 
by the Holy Spirit, must be a sanction 
to the office, equivalent to divine in- 
stitution. And finally, all those pas- 
sages, directing provision to be made 
for the support of the ministry, plain- 
ly imply that the oflice already exist- 
ed, and that it received divine favour 
and approbation. In addition to pro- 
vision for its maintenance and perpe- 
tuity, the qualifications for it are ex- 
plicitly stated. The scriptures teach 
to this effect, that ‘* No man taketh 
this power to himself, but he that is 
called of God, as was Aaron:” and 
the superintendents of the church are 
instructed, in the selection of suitable 
candidates, to have regard to their 
moral characters as well as to their 
aptness to teach. And the mode of 


investing men with the office, after 
their qualifications bad been duly test- 
ed, was by .the-laying on of. hands. 

Thus clear’ are the scriptures on 
these points, and thus powerful and 
incontrovertible are the arguments in 
favour of a gospel ministry of divine 


appointment. 

ll. When duly qualified, these mes- 
sengers were sent to preach the gospel ; 
or, as inthe original, to evangelize. 
Wherever they went, they evangelized, 
i. e. proclaimed good tidings. It was 
the characteristick feature of the Chris- 
tian embassy, that it was a proclama- 
tion of good tidings from God to man, a 
communication of joyful news from 
heaven to earth, When the angel 
first announced the birth of Christ, to 
the shepherds on the plains of Bethle- 
hem, he announced it, as ‘‘ good tidings 
of great joy which should be to all 
people.”” The heavenly host, like- 
wise, which descended on this joyful 
occasion, exclaimed, on beholding the 
development of the glorious plan of 
salvation, ‘* Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men.” Our Saviour himself 
likewise, in commissioning his first 
messengers, directed them to announce 
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to their hearers the fact, that the keng- 
dom of God was come nigh unto them. 
St. Luke informs us also that at a for- 
mer period, Jesus “ went throughout 
every city and village, preaching and 
showing the glad tidings of the king- 
dom of God,” Luke viii. 1; or ac- 
cording to the idiom of the original, 
evangelizing the kingdom of God. The 
same form of expression occurs again 
in the epistie to Romans, x. 15, where 
St. Paul quotes an ancient prophecy, 
** How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things!” 
or, thai evangelize peace and evangelize 
good things. 

‘I'hese expressions help us to cor- 
rect ideas of the nature of the message, 
which the apostles were sent to deliver. 
The tidings to be published were 
cheerful and pleasant. It was not 
their message which subjected thein 
to ill treatment, so guch as the ap- 
parent inconsistency between their 
personal appearance and their high 
pretensions. What then must have 
been the peculiar character, the pro- 
mivent feature of their preaching? It 
ceriainly would not have consisted in 
moral essays, or in delineating a sys- 
tem of theology, or in alarming ap- 
peals to the passions of the multitude, 
or in attempts to excite terrifick emo- 
tions. But their object was to an- 
nounce a simple fact, and to prepare 
the minds and hearts of men for the 
accomplishment of an important event; 
it was, to carry tidings which would 
excite a lively interest, and to commu- 
nicate intelligence which would be 
received with joy. They were to an- 
nounce to the expecting Jews that 
‘*the kingdom of God was come nigh 
unto them,” and in confirmation of 
the truth of the declaration, they were 
to heal diseases, and to cast out devils! 
This to the Jews was most welcome 
intelligence, intelligence in which were 
centered their highest hopes of tem: 
poral and eternal felicity. It was not 
the design of this mission to proclaim 
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Jesus to be the Messiah. This was a 
discovery to be <gragually made by 
evidence to be afterward presented ; 
but a full disclosure was not to be 
made, till after his resurrection. His 
spiritual kingdom on earth was not in 
fact to be fully organized and estab- 
lished, till the great expiatory sacri- 
fice was about to be offered on the 
cross for the sins of the whole world; 
when he publickly announced him- 
self to be the Messiah, the kiag of the 
Jews. After bis resurrection, when 
he had obtained a victory over sin and 
death, he directly commissioned the 
apostles, to preach the gospel to every 
creature; which commission, according 
to St. Matthew, was conveyed in the 
following words, ‘‘ All power is given 
unto mein heavenand in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach [or disciple] all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have comnfanded 
you: and lo, | am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world.”’ Or, accord- 
ing to St. Mark, thus: ‘Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He that believeth 
and is baptized, shall be saved ; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned.” 
Both of which commissions are of the 
same import. The apostles were 
authorized by them to evangelize all 
nations, or proclaim to every creature 
the good news of the advent and es- 
tablishment of Christ’s kingdom ; in- 
viling every one to flock to it and 
become members of it by receiving the 
injtiatory right of baptism, with the 
promise that all who complied and 
obeyed, should be saved, and the 
threat that all who disbelieved, should 
be damned. 

It is by no means to be supposed 
that the apostles confined themselves 
after the establishment of the church 
to a mere annunciation of the advent 
of the kingdom of God. They un- 
doubtedly enlarged on the importance 
of receiving it, and the danger of re- 
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jecting it; and on several. occasions, 
reasoned and proved from the holy 
scriptures, that Jesus was the Christ, 
or the Messiah. After having pro- 
claimed the tidings, and made converts 
to the belief of them, they instructed 
the disciples or converts in the doc- 
trines, the discipline, and the pre- 
cepts of Christ's spiritual kingdom. 
But from the reasons now given, the 
inference must be plain, that to evan- 
gelize, or to preach the gospel, or to 
dy the work of an evangelist, is not to 
inculcate hard sayings, er to dispense 
paradoxes; nor is it to dazzle by 
eloquence, to confound by metaphysi- 
cal subtleties, or to brandish the wea- 
pons of polemick theology. The chief 
duty ot Christian ministers consists, 
after the work of evangelizing is ac- 
complished, in instruction and disci- 
pline. They are to enlighten the 
ignorant, to confirm the wavering, to 
reclaim the wandering, and to nourish 
the faithful disciples of Christ. In one 
word, they are to “‘ feed the [evangeliz- 
ed] flock, over which the Holy Ghost 
hath made them overseers ;”” to water, 
nourish, and cherish the plants, which 
have been placed under their imme- 
diate care, in the vineyard of the Lord. 

lll. These messengers were authoriz- 
ed, as representatives of Christ, to treat 
with men,to act in his behalf, and to 
speak inhisname. ‘This idea is almost 
explicitly asserted in the instructions 
given on thisoccasion. He thatheareth 
you, heareth me, and he that despiseth 
you, despiseth me, and he that despiseth 
me despiseth him that sent me.” From 
this nothing can be plainer, than that 
the ministers cf Christ are to act as his 
representatives ; and that those who 
hear them, hear Christ, and those who 
despise them, or treat the office with 
contempt, are guilty of despising Christ 
and despising God. A similar view 
of the elevated nature of their station 
is given by St. Paul in his second epis- 
tleto the Corinthians, v.20. ‘ We are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us: we therefore 
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pray you in Christ’sstead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God.” Here he addresses the 
disciples ina manner as if Christ him- 
self were present and speaking through 
him; styling himselfexpressly an ambas- 
sador far Christ. Now an ambassador 
is always considered as representing 
his sovereign ; and whatever he does 
in this character is considered as the 
act of the sovereign. ‘The same idea 
is implied in their call to ofhice, being 
«called of God;” and is embraced in the 
very nature and duties of the office ; 
for as pastors, they are to feed and 
govern the flock; as teachers, to in- 
struct them; as priests, to oifer the 
sacrifices of the people ; as apostles 
or messengers, to wake known the 
terms of salvation; as havingthe minis- 
try of reconciliation committed unto 
them, to administer, in Christ’s behalf, 
the terms of the covenant of reconcilia- 
tion ; as stewards of the manifold mys- 
teries of God, to give to each one his 
portion in due season, and as wise 
master builders, ** to show themselves 
approved unto God, a3 workmen that 
need not be ashamed ; rightly dividing 
the word of truth.”’ 

These various offices show the ele- 
vated and responsible nature of the 
station assigned in the church, to those 
who serve at the altar. But the au- 
thorily attached to the office, is alto- 
gether spiritual, confined exclusively 
to the administration of concerns, pure- 
ly ecclesiastical. ‘They claim no con- 
trol whatever over the freedom or 
property of a single individual ; nor 
nor do they look for any thing, on the 
part of private Christians, beyond a 
voluntary compliance with such pro- 
visions as are indispensably necessary 
to the orderly conducting of the affairs 
of the body, to which they belong, 
and to the secure enjoyment of the 
rights and privileges of each individu- 
al member. Least of all, do they 
claim any control over atheists, deists, 
infidels, hereticks, or schismaticks. ‘The 
intercourse with their respective flocks 
is purely Christian ; the intercourse of 


Sermon, No. XX« On Luke ix. 6. 


- [Dec 


congenial spirits, linked together in 
one body ; every member of which is 
actuated by.the same motive and di- 
rected by the same head, without the 
least diversity of feeling or clashing of 
interests or designs: where all are 
embarked in the same glorious under- 
taking ; all are animated by one heart 
and one soul in building up the walls 
of the city of God; all are disposed 
to discharge the duties of the station 
assigned them; all are equally inclin- 
ed to the exercise of humility and sub- 
mission, or, in the words of thie apostle, 
to “submit themselves one to another 
inthe fear of God ;” and all cheerfully 
make every sacrilice and observe 
every rule, which may be requisite to 
the peace, prosperity, and happiness, 
of the body to which they belong. 

In the exercise of the authority, 
vested in those who minister in sacred 
things, they are charged not to conduct 
as ** lords over God’s heritage ; but to 
be ensamples tothe flock,’ in all meek- 
ness, condescension, and love, and inthe 
exercise of every virlue and grace. 
Nor are they to“ take the oversight 
by constraint, but willingly ; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind.” 
Every exercise, therefore, of constraint 
or violence, and every instance of met- 
cenary conduct is so far a deviation 
fom the sacred canon, and a depar- 
ture from the spirit and design of the 
Christian ministry. Nor are ministers, 
in their instructions, to be regarded as 
infallible. They are to take the re- 
vealed will of God for their guide, 
and are to be respected no farther, 
than they conform to this only infalli- 
ble standard. 

The perpetuity of the pastoral office 
follows as a necessary consequence of 
this statement of its origin, nature, and 
design. Having been appointed by 
God, by him alcne can it be abolished. 
Solong as the church, ‘the pillar and 
ground of truth,”’ exists on earth, so long 
must it retain its constitution and ils 
ministry. Its spiritual necessities are 
always the same, and will always re- 
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quire the same spiritual functionaries. 
Order can never be preserved without 
them; and without order, the church 
cannot long subsist. God will always 
have a church in the world ; ** the gates 
of hell will never prevail against it.” 
But when particular parts become dis- 
orderly, corrupt, or licentious, when 
dissentions creep in, and every mem- 
ber wishes to be a head or an eye, 
and where the spirit of pride and in- 
subordination prevails, God can and 
oiten does remove the candlestick out 
of its place, and leave such a section 
of the community to grope in heathen- 
ish darkness. 

Nothing can be more detrimental to 
the interests, nor can any thing more 
speedily accomplish the downfal, of any 
portion of the kingdom of Christ, than 


} | Vc ha 5) t j 
jealousy among the people respecting the 


exercise of the sacred functions of the 
sacerdotal office. When extensively dif- 
fused, it can never fail, like all rebellions 
against regular authority, of destroying 
the body in which it prevails. O} position 
to the peculiar rights of the clerical 
profession is, in fact, opposition to reli- 
gion itself; and all endeavours to un- 
dermine the influence of that profession 
in its own peculiar province, fall but 
little short of treason against the king- 
dom of Christ; which, if successful, 

must terminate in the subversion of 
every religious and moral institution. 
The. form of religion may indeed, be 
preserved awhile by the spirit of sec- 
tarism: but the true spirit will be 
wanting ; and when the only fostering 
spirit which supports them—the ranco- 
rous spirit of strife and emulation, 
which keeps up one form of religion 
inerely to put down another, expires, and 
is buried amid tbe ruins wiich it has 
created ; all interest in’ religion will 
subside, and every institution for the 
support of religion and morals will be 
abandoned and abolished. 

IV. The early messengers of Christ 
were sent as ‘* lambs among wolves.” 
Under these images the difficulties are 
described with which they had to con- 
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tend. While on the one part were ex- 
hibited the mildness and simplicity of 
lambs, they were met, on the other, by 
the ferocity of wolves. Indeed, in 
every place, they were persecuted by 
men in authority ; and many of them 
suffered martyrdom in its most excru- 
ciating forms. But these traits of cha- 
racter are not wholly confined to the 
age in which the apostles lived. Ths 
respective parties have occasionally 
changed sides, and the clergy (I men- 
tion it with grief at the depravity ot 
human nature) have at times laid aside 
the meekness of the lamb, to assume 
the fierceness of the tiger. But it 
has been the predominant disposition 
of mankind to be highly incensed at 
those, who preach the doctrines and 
inculcate the duties of the gospel in 
their native purity and simplicity. To 
please men, we must exalt them ; but 
the scriptures inculcate humility as 
much more becoming. ‘To please men, 
we must extol their capacities, give 
them lofty notions of their intellectual 
powers, and persuade them of their 
ability to comprehend every part of 
revelation; but the scriptures inform 
us, that “great is the mystery of god- 
liness ;”’ and that angels desire to look 
into it, and veil their faces in sub- 
lime adoration. ‘To please men, we 
inust discourse on their own infallibiii- 
ty, on their entire competency in 
themselves to form correct decisions, 

especially on religious topicks, on their 
qualifications to be their own teachers, 
and the fitness of every man to be his 
own priest, in offering up his religious 
oblations : but the scriptures address 
them and say, ** except ye be convert- 
ed and become as little children,” i. e. 
humble and teachable,‘* ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
To please men, we must lay but little 
stress on religious ordinances, we must 
represent publick and private wor- 
ship and the sacraments, as ceremo- 
nies, the observance of which is sub- 
mitted to every man’s convcnience 
and discretion: but the scriptures 
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plainly enjoin them, and moreover 
assert that ** whosoever shall keep the 
whole Jaw, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.” Now 
if the messengers of Christ should 
fail of pleasing men‘ under these cir- 
cumstances, they ate liable to severe 
reproach, nay, if they offend in one 
point they are deemed guilty of all, 
and the offence is beyond the reach 
of pardon. Notwithstanding the boast- 
ed light, refinement, and liberality of 
the age, the faithful ministers of Christ 
have many obstacles to overcome ,many 
hardships to endure, much ignorance, 
prejudice, and virulence to encounter, 
and gross corruption and wickedness (in 
high places too, and in the very midst 
of this boasted light, refinement, andlib- 
erality) to struggle with. In fine, if 
they would always exhibit the plain- 
ness, sincerity,and simplicity, of lambs, 
they will still find no lack of wolves. 

Finally the apostles and disciples 
were instructed, should any city or 
village reject their message, to “ shake 
off the dust from their feet as a testi- 
This’ was in 


mony against them.” 
conformity to a custom, existing among 
the Jews, on their return from foreign 
countries, of shaking off the dust that 
clave to them ; thus expressing their 
sense of the purity of their own country, 
and their abomination of the idolatries 


of the heathen. These is no reason 
for believing that this was instituted, 
dis a religious tite, to be perpetuated 
in the church. No notice is taken of 
any solemnity in the days of the 
apostles, or at any subsequent period. 
It was however an expressive ceremo- 
ny, calculated to display in a lively 
manner the folly of those who should 
reject the gospel, and their exposure 
to the rebuke of good men and to the 
indignation of an angry God. 

Thus, in pursuance of the plan pro- 
posed for this discourse, have { re- 
marked on the chief instructions and 
the principal circumstances, attending 
the first mission of the apostles and 
disciples of our Lord. There is 
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doubtless room for other remarks ; but 
it is time to draw to a close ; and with 
this view | would, by way of improve- 
ment, 

1. Infer the truth of a religion, 
propagated in a manner so artless, and 
as far as human contrivance is concern- 
ed, so inadequate. Inadequate, be- 
cause thé means and instruments em- 
played were, in themselves, so utter- 
ly incompetent to the production of 
such wonderful effects. The success 
attendant on the labours of the apostles 
plainly indicates divine agency. Pa- 
ganism may be traced back to remote 
antiquity, having sprung up in ages of 
gross darkness, and having been al- 
ways protected by power and popular 
prejudice. Mahometanism. originated 
in evident imposture and was pro- 
pagated by the sword : but Christianity 
sprung up in one of the most enlight- 
ened periods of the world, under the 
apparent efforts of men, incapable of 
imposture, who sacrificed their lives 
in attestation of their sincerity ; and 
made its way, in opposition to the 
wealth, the learning, the power, the wit, 
and the talents of the world, leagued 
in hostile array against it. This cir 
cumstance, alone, is sufficient fo demon- 
strate thetruth of its pretensions. No 
plausible account has ever yet been 
given of its otigin which does not also 
admit it to be divine. 

2. The passage under consideration 
affords much scope for reflection on 
the respect due to the pastoral office. 
When the gospel is carried by mis- 
sionaries to the heathen, there can be 
no doubt as to their being the messen- 
gers of God, and carrying the word of 
God; or, which is the same thing, a 
niessage from God to their fellow-crea- 
tures. And where lies the difference 
between that and preaching the same 
word and delivering the same message 
to the heathen at home, or preaching 
from the word of God to their fellow- 
Christians ? when they preach the 
gospel, what is this but declaring the 
word of God; God speaking through 
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them ; the word of truth not being 
theirs, but God’s ? It is true, they have 
this treasure in eaftthen vessels; and 
mankind are anhappily too apt to esti- 
mate the treasure by the vessel which 
contains it, instead of respecting the 
vessel on account of its treasure. If 
they paid less regard to the gifts, the 
talents, or peculiarities of the man, and 
nore to the message which is brought 
to them, they would profit better, and 
the noble design of the ministry would 
be more effectually answered, But the 
great passport to publick attention at 
present is talents, not authority. ‘lhe 
question is not, fs he a messenger 
from the skies ? but, Is he a candidate 
for the temple of fame ? It is not, Has 
le intelligence from heaven ? but, Has 
he a wreath from the bowers of 
science ? It is not, Has he a commis- 
sion to enlist soldiers for the army of 
Christ ? but, Is he a champion, quaiified 
to lead on troops to victory, and estab- 
lish his own empire on thé ruins 0, his 
adversaries ? Our views, alas, are be- 
come altogether secular or carnal ; 
our veneration is paid to men, and not 
1o the office they sustain ; earthly con+ 
siderations take precedence of heav- 
enly; the design of the ministry is 
perverted, and the spirit of religion 
nearly destroyed. 

Finally, the passage .leads us to re- 
flect on the mutual responsibility of 
ministers and people in the discharge 
of their relative duties. The latter 
should receive the message from God 
with lively gratitude for the gift, and 
with benevolence and good will toward 
those who are employed on the errand 
of grace and. mercy. Why should ra- 
tional beings forfeit their claim to this 
character by harassing, like wolves, 
those who are sent to them to promote 
their best interests in time and eterni- 
ty ? What fault can be found with 
their message, which consists in the 
good news of salvation to lost and 
perishing sinners? What, with the 
terms of salvation, the moral require- 
ments, the sobriety, the temperance, 
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chastity, truth, and justice, which relie 
gion enjoins ? Can there be the least 
shadow of propriety in considering the 
ministers of God, as the enemies of 
mankind ? Bat | repress the notes of re- 
Monstrance, as fitter for other ears 
than those I now address. ‘1 hope 
better things of you,” my hearers, 
‘although I thus speak.” Yes, my 
brethren, while there are some, who re- 
ject the messengers of Christ, blessed 
be God, there are others of a very dif- 
ferent stamp, who are the salt of the 
earth, who are the main pillars and 
ornaments of society, and * of whom 
the world is not worthy ;” who give 


‘the gospel message a welcome re- 


ception. May such enjoy its bright 
rewards in time and eternity. 

Let us, my brethren of the clergy, 
consider the all important trust, coms 
mitted to out charge. Let us realize 
the great responsibility of our statidn 
and the solemn account to be rendéred 
atthe bar of God, Let us not shun to 
declate the whole counse] of God, nor 
fear to preach the whole truth, wheth- 
er men will hear, or whether they will 
forbear. In our intercourse with the 
flocks committed to our care, let us 
endeavour to copy the example of the 
great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, 
devoting all our time and talents to 
theit good, being instant in season and 
out of season, and being ready even 
to lay down our lives for their sakes, 
Let us notseek ourselves, but them ; 
and ** may they be our hope, our joy, 
and crown of rejoicing, in the day of 
the Lord's appearing.”’ In the publick 
councils of the church, let us lay aside 
selfish views and local partialities, and 
be actuated by a single eye to the 
glory of God and the prosperity of 
our spiritual Zion. 

ae 
For the Gospel Advotate, 
[We present to our readers the {fol- 
lowing interesting tract published by 
the church of England tract society, 
with a few slight alterations and omis- 
sions, which were necessary to adapt 
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it to the service of the Episcopal 
church in this country.] 


THE FORMS OF THE CHURCH OPPOSED 
TO FORMALITY.. 


Tuere is no temper of mind that 
is more frequently and .clearly con. 
demned, both by the holy scripture, and 
by that which is its echo, the liturgy 
of our church, than a formal self-righ- 
teous spirit. It appears from the 
scripture that it is hateful to God ; 
and that, wherever it prevails, it must 
be destructiye to the soul, as it eflec- 
tually excludes the sinner, in whose 
heart it reigns, from all the benefits 
of redemption by the blood of Christ. 
Faith in bim and a self-righteous spirit 
are direct opposites, and cannot dwell 
together in the same bosom. This 
plainly appears from the parable of 
the pharisee and publican, the former 
of whom trusted in himself that he 
was righteous, and despised others ; 
while the latter, self-condemned, 
smote upon his breast, and cried, *‘ God 
be merciful to me a sinner.’’ The 
conclusion of the parable assures us 
that the conscious sinner, and he only, 
is justified or accepted in the sight of 
God, while he, who, in any age or 
station, or of whatever moral charac- 
ter, ‘‘trusteth in himself that he is 
righteous,’ can have no interest in the 
merit of Christ, and therefore must re- 
main under ihe guilt of his sinus. 

The forms of the church to which 
we belong, show us what is the tem- 
per required in those who would join 
acceptably in her service. It is the 
temper of the publican abovemention- 
ed. It is a spirit of contrition and 
self-condemnation for sin,—it is a 
spirit of exclusive reliance for hope 
and salvation on the blood and merit 
of our’ Lord Jesus Christ. It re- 
nounces every thing that is our own in 
our applications to the throne of grace ; 
it throws itself at the foot of the cross 
of Christ, pleading mercy as flowing 
to condemned criminals through him 
who is tne only propitiation for sin. 
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Nothing that the penitent believer js 
in himself, nothing that he had done, 
or that he can ever be or do, forms 
any part of that ground of hope on 
which he builds his plea for salvation ; 
and it will be observed that our church 
supposes her worshippers to consist of 
penitent believers : her forms are 
adapted exclusively to those who are 
such in the mward frame and spirit of 
their minds. 

- But itis not intended in this appeal 
to the consciences of those into whose 
hands these pages may fall, to rest the 
truth of its title on this general state- 
ment of the spirit which is required in 


‘the worship of our church, and with- 


out which whosoever joins in her de- 
votions acts the part of a hypocrite 
before God. But the appeal will be 
made tospecifick parts of her service, 
with the hope that all who read it 
may, by the blessing of God, be 
brought, if they possess it not already, 
to ihat frame of soul which she re- 
quires. 

It might be sufficient to refer to 
those frequent petitions for mercy 
which are wholly inconsistent with 
any notions of merit in ourselves, and 
which, indeed, suppose him who offers 
them to be conscious of sin and self- 
condemned, An appeal to mercy and 
a claim of merit are as opposite to 
each other as are the east and west ; 
and therefore while we cry ‘ Lord, 
have mercy upon us ;” * Christ have 
mercy upon us;” we declare the 
conviction of our minds, that we de- 
serve that punishment for our sins, 
which the law of God has threatened, 
when it enacts, that ‘ the soul that 
sinneth shall die;’? and we renounce 
all hope but what is derived from the 
gracious promises of our offended God 
in Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

We might also appeal to the con- 
clusions of all our forms of prayer-and 
praise, which are offered in the name 
and through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, These conclusions 
are full proof, if we mean what we 
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say, that all our expectations of ac- 
ceptance for our persons, prayers, and 
praises, are built on his merit not our 
own, and that we are conscious that 
our every service must have been re- 
jected, had he not died for our sins, 
and did he not live to make interces. 
sion for us, 

But though the general tenor of the 
church service is sufficient plain, it is 
desirable, on a subject so immensely 
important as is the spirit and temper 
in which we may approach God with 
ecceptance, to be as particular as pos- 
sible, and more especially as pride 
and self-righteousness are natural to us 
all in our unconverted state. Let us, 
then, attend more minutely to the lan- 
guage which our church has prepared 
jor our use, and inquire if that lan- 
guage concur with the habitual con. 
victions and feelings of our hearts. 

You, perhaps, my fellow-worship- 
per, who have now this little monitor 
in your hands, are also my fellow- 
communicant. You are in the habit 
of going, more or less often, to the 
Lord's table, and of receiving the 
sacrament of his last supper. As our 
church expects that all her members, 
after they have been confirmed, or are 
arrived at years of maturity, should 
come to the Lord’s table, it is right 
that I should consider you as one of 
those who have obeyed her directions. 
Indeed if you have hitherto neglected 
this ordinance, disobeying the positive 
command of Christ, * this do in re- 
membrance of me,” and pouring con- 
tempt on the order of your own church, 
you can hardly, I should suppose, con- 
sider yourself, till you have repented 
of this grievous sin, either as a church- 
man or.a Christian. 3 

But, supposing you to be a com- 
municant, [ request your attention to 
that frame of mind in which you have 
ostensibly gone to the Lord’s table. 
You have gone thither professing to 
‘** acknowledge and bewail your main- 
fold sins and wickedness, which you 
(individually) from time to time most 
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grievously have committed, by thought, 
word, and deed, against God’s divine 
majesty, provoking most justly his 
wrath and indignation against you.” 
You have declared, in his awful pres- 
ence, your earnest repentance, and 
hearty sorrow “ for these your misdo- 
ings ;” adding, ‘* the remembrance of 
them is grievous to me, the burden of 
them is intolerable,’—it cannot be 
borne. You then appealed to God's 
mercy, repeating in the most anxious 
terms your application for it,—** Have 
mercy upon me, have mercy upon 
me, most merciful Father.” And, 
finding no reason in yourself but your 
misery, why God should show you 
mercy, you referred your grievous 
case to him in whom alone God can 
show mercy,—'* Yor thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that 
is past, and grant ‘that we may ever 
hereafter serve and please thee in new- 
ness of life, to the honour and glory of 
thy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.” 

Now in this confession, which is 
‘* made in the name of all those that 
are minded to receive the holy com- 
munion,” (rubrick,) the clearest évi- 
dence is given that ‘the forms of the 
church are directly opposed to for- 
mality,” and thereby “ the self-righ- 
teous churchman is convicted and 
condemned out of bis own mouth.’ 
Every word seems important, and 
should lead us to the most serious self- 
examination, whether the feelings of 
our hearts be in unison with the lan- 
guage we use with our lips, lest’ we 
be found dissemblers with God; or, 
in other words, hypocrites before him. 
A hypocrite is one whose heart and 
lips do not concur, who says ‘one 
thing and means another. Now if you 
have said all these things with your 
lips, without feeling them, what are 
you but a hypocrite? And what is 
‘the portion” of hypocrites? It is 
‘weeping and gnashing of teeth’’>for 
ever and ever. Matt. xxiv. 51. 

Remember, my dear reader,. with 
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whom you have to do in all the solemn 
services of the church in which you 
join. God is the searcher of the 
heart. From him “no secrets are 
hid.” Now if you have assured him 
that you ‘ bewail” yoursins, when they 
have never given you any concern ; 
if you have told him that you are con- 
scious that your sins ‘‘ have most just- 
ly provoked his wrath and indigna- 
tion against you,” while you are un- 
conscious of having ever incurred his 
displeasure, and would think God un- 
just in punishing you for your sins ; if, 
while you have declared the remem- 
brance of sin to have been grievous to 
you, and its burden intolerable, you 
never felt grief about it, nor laboured 
under this burden ;—what must your 
guilt be in thus dissembling with God, 
and how false your pretensions to the 
character of a true member of our 
church. Have you not mocked God 
to his face, and proved yourself an un- 
sound member of his church ? 

There is also another prayer which is 
said ‘* in the name of all them that re- 
ceive the communion,” which shows 
what is the acceptable state of mind be- 
fore God. The minister who officiated, 
you will remember, has thus address- 
ed the throne of grace, speaking for 
you. ‘ We do not presume to come 
to this thy table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in thy manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy table. 
But thou art the same Lord, whose 
property is always to have mercy; 
grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so 
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that our 
siniul bodies may be made clean by 
his body, and our souls wasbed through 
his most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him and he 
in us,” 

Now what is the plain import of 
this prayer ? It speaks for itself; its 
language cannot be further explained. 
But has it expressed the habitual feel- 
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ing of your soul? I say, the habitual 
feeling; for unless humiliation and 
self-renunciation be habitual, it is not 
to be supposed that this temper can be 
called into exercise in any devotional] 
engagement, It must be implanted, 
before it can be brought into increas- 
ed action. The same spirit that is re- 
quired in partaking of the Lord’s sup- 
per, isrequired every day, in every 
engagement, It is the distinguishing 
spirit of a real Christian, And though 
it is our duty and privilege, by self- 
examination, meditation, and prayer, to 
cultivate the emotions of self-abase- 
ment when we partake of the symbols 
of “the sacrifice of the death of 
Christ,” these emotions must be che- 
rished continually and be brought into 
every employment of our lives. 

But, perkaps, you will say, “ all 
this reasoning does not touch my case, 
nor affect my conscience ; for I have 
never been at the Lord’s table.”— 
On this confession I am. at a loss, my 
friend, to conceive on what ground, 
professing yourself to be a Christian 
and a churchman, you can justify your 
conduct. You would not, I appre- 
hend, with equal case of mind, ac- 
knowledge your habitual neglect and 
contempt of any otber divine com- 
mand ; and how can you satisfy your- 
self while neglecting that most positive 
and affectionate injunction, ** this do 
in remembrance of me?” But leaving 
this inquiry on your conscience, | 
proceed to observe, that the services of 
the church in which you do join, are 
in strict conformity with her commu- 
nion service. They are equally in- 
consisient with every self-righteous 
feeling, and convict those who with 
such feelings unite in them, of hypocri- 
sy in their own confessions. Let us 
quote afew passages which will se- 
quire no comment. 

‘“‘ Almighty and most merciful Fath- 
er; we have erred and strayed from 
thy wayslike lost sheep. We have fol- 
lowed too much the devices and de- 
sires of our own hearts. We have 
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offended against thy holy laws. We 
have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done ; And we 
have done those things which we ought 
not to have done: And there is no 
health (no spiritual health) in us. But 
thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
miserable offenders. Spare thou those, 
O God, who confess their faults. Re- 
store thou those who are penitent, ac- 
cording to thy promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
On this confession which we use 
whenever we appear on ordinary oc- 
casions in the house of God, I shall 
only ask two questions. Are you, my 
fellow-worshipper, ‘*a miserable of- 
fender,” in your own estimate of your- 
self? Or how, if you have no such 
opinion of yourself, can you so de- 
scribe yourself when speaking to God 
in prayer? Do you feel a need of spar- 
ing mercy in order to exemption from 
punishment deserved by your sins ? lf 
not, why do you ask for it? 

I go on to the litany, which is also 
used every Lord's day morning, and 
at other appointed times, in which the 
minister and people are all to join with 
heart and voice, the petitions being 
adapted to the case of all mankind. 

**O God, the Father of heaven, 
have mercy upon us, miserable sin- 
ners,” 

‘©O God the Son, Redeemer of the 
world, have mercy upon us, miserable 
sinners.” | 

“O God the Holy Ghost, proceed- 
ing from the Father and the Son, have 
mercy upon us, miserable sinners.” 

“ O holy, blessed, and glorious 
Trinity, three Persons and one God, 
have mercy upon us, miserable sin- 
ners.”” 

And that it may not be supposed 
that the misery to which sin exposes 
us ismerely that of the present life, 
we are taught to add to other petitions 
for mercy, — 

‘From everlasting damnation, good 
Lord, deliver us.” 

In this petition we clearly contem- 

48 ADVOCATE, VOL. II. 
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plate our natural state as being a state 
of condemnation, and pray thot we 
may be delivered from it, so that it 
may not be ‘‘ everlasting,” as it would 
be without redemption by Christ’s 
most precious blood, and pardon vouch- 
safed to us by divine mercy on his ac. 
count. Now are we conscious of be- 
ing justly liable to ** everlasting dam- 
nation,” and are we in earnest to be 
delivered from it? It would be better 
to throw our prayer-books aside, and 
never open them, than to make such 
confessions, and to use such prayers in 
a hypocritical manner before God the 
Searcher of our hearts. All the depre- 
cations of the litany, and especially 
the solemn appeal to ‘the agony and 
bloody sweat, the cross and passion,” 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, made in 
order to enforce our application for de- 
livering mercy, imply our guilt and 
danger; and surely, if that appeal 
passes over unmeaning lips—if we 
plead our Lord’s ** agony and bloody 
sweat, his cross and passion,” in arrest 
of judgment, while we have no con- 
sciousness of danger, or concern to 
escape from it; or while we are trust- 
ing in,some supposed worthiness of 
our own; the affront to the divine 
Majesty, and the trifling with the most 
awtul of all mysteries, are too shock- 
ing to be dwelt on by any considerate 
mind. And this: will be more striking, 
when itis remembered, that, almost 
at the commencement of the litany, 
we profess yfo pray that God would 
“deliver us from hypocrisy” in his 
service. 

] shall call the attention of the read- 
er but to one passage more in his 


prayer-book, though I might quote the - 


whole, from page to page, in proof 
that ‘‘ the forms of the church are op- 
posed to formality ; and that the self 
righteous churchman is convicted and 
condemned out of his own mouth.” 
The passage to which I now allude, is 
not, indeed, in that part of the service 
which is designed for daily use: it is 
used but once in the year. But as the 
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church expects a!] her members to at- 
tend her service on that day,* it is 
plain that she considers the confessions 
appointed to »e made before God, as 
suited to the lips of all her worshippers. 
Let us inquire, then, if the following 
agree with the sincere conviction of 
our hearts. 

“O most mighty God, and merciful 
Father, who hast compassion upon all 
men, and hatest nothing that thou hast 
made ; who wouldest not the death ofa 
sinner, but ratherthat he should turn 
from his sins and be saved ; mercifully 
forgive us our trespasses ; receive and 
comfort us, who are grieved and weari- 
ed with the burden of our sins, Thy 
property is always tohave mercy ; to 
thee only it appertaineth to forgive 
sins : spare us, therefore, good Lord, 
spare thy people, whom thou hast re- 
deemed: enter not into judgment with 
thy servants, who are vile earth and 
miserable sinners; but so turn thine 
anger from us, whomeek!y acknowledge 
o 6 vileness, and truly repent us of 
our faults ; and so make haste to help 
us in this world, that we may ever 
live with thee in the world to come, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

O what depth of humiliation, and 
what earnestness of desire are here 
expressed! Is it possible that ‘such 
words can ever pass over feigned lips ! 
It is, ‘alas, possible; nay, it may be 
feared that they often do. 

I have the tore anxiously brought this 
subject before you, myChristian brother, 
because | fear that our excellent * book 
of common prayer” is often used by 
persons who do not enter into its 
meaning. The words pass into their 
ears, or over their lips, as a weekly 
matter of course; and when they hare 
gone through the routine, they think 
they have done their duty, and return 
to their several homes, well satisfied 
with themselves. But how contrary 
to self-satisfaction is all that I have 
quoted to you, and how plain is it that 
a man who feels the service of our 
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church, cannot be satisfied with him- 
self in any point of view! Can “a 
miserable sinner” be satisfied with 
himself, or rest his hope on his own 
duties ? Ono! he can only find peace 
in his conscience, while his soul has 
recourse to divine mercy, and is ap- 
pealing to the ‘“tagony and bloody 
sweat, the cross and passion,” of his 
redeeming Saviour. 

Lay then, my brother, this sin of 
hypocrisy on your conscience; charge 
yourself with it, for of it you are 
verily guilty. Pray in earnest that 
Ged, who ‘‘ requireth truth in the-in- 
ward parts,” (Psain li. 6,) would 
*‘ create in you a clean heart,” that 
you may henceforth pray in private, 
and in publick worship ‘* accompany” 
your minister, “ with a pure (or sin- 
cere) heart and humble voice unto the 
throne of heavenly grace,” saying alter 
him, ** thou O Lord, have mercy upon 
us, miserable offenders. Spare thou 
those,O God, who confess their faults. 
Restore thou those who are penitent; 
according to thy promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, 
jor his sake, that we may hereafter 
live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of tiy holy name.” 

Thus, my friend, will you enjo 
the sweetness of the absolution that fol 
lows. You will kaow of a truth that 
** God pardoneth and absolveth all 
those who (truly repent, and unfeignec- 
ly believe his holy gospel.” You will 
be able cordially to join in all the 
prayers and praises of the church. 
You will be enabled to testify to gain- 
sayers that the spiritual use of forms is 
not formality, and that your church is, 
by her doctrines and devotions, a safe 
guide to God and glory. 

Ifthe members of our church were 
spiritually minded, they would find no 
cause of complaint in a precomposed 
form of worship, awakening, spiritual, 
and heavenly, as our form is. They 
would enjoy their union with the con- 
gregation of the faithful in its recital, 
whenever the oportunity is afforded 
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them of visiting the house of God, and 
they would invite others to join with 
them in it, saying, ‘*O taste and see 
that the, Lord is gracious.” , They 
would find all their own sensibilities 
and wants expressed in appropriate 
language; and would be enabled to 
anticipate the worship of a better world, 
and of a more glorious assembly, 
while here in the church below “ with 
angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, they laud and 
magnify God’s glorious name, ever- 
more praising him, and saying, Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven 
and earthare full of thy glory ; glory 
he to thee, O Lord most high.” 


—_e 


REVIEW 
OF DR. BANCROFT’S SERMONS. 


(Continued from page '322,) 

‘‘ Oportebat enim hzereses esse (1 Cor. xi. 
19 ;). nec tamen: ideo bonum heresis, quia 
esse cas oportebat: quasi non et malum 
oportuerit esse, Nam et dominum tradi 
oportebat, sed ve traditori (Mar. xiv. 21) 
ne quid etiam hinc heresis defendat.” 

There must be heresies, says the apostle; 
but it no more follows that heresy is good 
because there must be heresies, than that 
evil is good because there must be evils. It 
was fit that the Lord should be betrayed, 
but a wo was pronounced against the be- 
trayer, lest even from this, heresy should seek 
occasion of defence. TERTULUIAN, 


We shall take our leave of Dr. 
Bancroft, with a few remarks on the 
nature of heresy. | 
The Greek word arpecis from which 
the English, heresy, is derived, in its 
primary acceptation undoubtedly sig- 
nified choice. or preference. In the 
version of the ixx. it is used (Lev. xxii. 
18, 21) for a voluntary or free will 
offering. 18. “ Whatsoever he be of 
the house of Israel, or of the strangers 
in Israel that will offer his oblation for 
all his vows, and for all his free-zill 
offerings (Heb. toamau-939 ulchél-nid- 
both@m. LXX. xara FH raY aIpITIY Abra) 
which they will offer, &c. 21. ** And 
whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace 
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offerings unto the Lord to accomplish 
_his vow, or a free will offering (Heb, 
n3u> wo lindabéh Lxx. i. xara wspérir,) 
in beeves or sheep, it shall be perfect 
to be accepted: &c. In both places, 
the Vulgate reads, “‘ vel vota solvens, 
vel sponte offerens.” The Hebrew 
word 7353 nedabah properly signifies a 
spontaneous determination ; whence by 
metonymy it came to signify an offer- 
ing to God not demanded by the law, 
hut made voluntarily. Hence the Greek 
translators call it da@por or Serie xare 
&pizry, an Offering or sacrifice accord- 
ing tochoice. Ata period much later, 
not above one hundred and fifty years 
before our Saviour, we find it employ- 
ed by the Grecizing Jews in the same 
original acceptation, I Macc. viii, 30. 
‘“‘If hereafter the one party or the 
other shall think meet to add, or. di- 
minish any thing, they may do it at 
their pleasures, (motscovras 6% aipereas 
apray.) Though the,word does. not 
occur in this sense in the new testae 
ment, yet it is very common in the 
writings of the Greek fathers. 

It was a natural result of the con- 
stant change in the modifications of 
language, that a word denoting choice 
or preference, should be used to.sig- 
nify a yoluntary association of per- 
sons ;* and that more especially where 


* An example of this use of the word exists, 
if we mistake not, in the septuagint version 
of Genesis xlix. 5. Heb. ommop con 45 
chelei hhamas mecherotheihem ; which our 
translation renders, *‘ instruments of cruelty 
are in their habitations.”? But in all the an- 
cient versions and paraphrases there is a 
wide diversity of interpretation, The ixx. 
rendered it thus: Xuveréiatcay gdiniay $¢ 
aipersec avtHy, which we venture to trans- 
late, “They completed iniquity by their 
compact or agreement; their voluntary asso- 
ciation for the purpose of murdering the in- 
habitants of Shechem. Instead of +> chelei, 
instruments or weapons, as it is in the Hebrew 
text, the nxx. must have read as in the Sa- 
maritan, 19> they performed, accomplished, 
or completed ; and instead of considering the 
word tomvmsn as a heemantiy noun from 
‘>. or a derivative from s9p, which other 
translators have done, they looked upon n as 
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there were conflicting opinions, and 
men were led to choose between them, 
and range themselves in parties for the 
support of their favourite systems. 

The secondary signification of dipsoss, 
therefore, was that of a sect or party. 
Thus Galen, as cited by Wetstein, 
speaks of the two sects or parties, into 
which the physicians of his day were 
divided, psSodsxd  ceiperig-—tpeweipixd 
aiperis; so Josephus designated the 
pharisees, the sadducees, and the es- 
senes, as the three principal aipeces, 
sects or parties in the Jewish philoso- 
phy; and by the same term it was 
common among the heathens to dis- 
tinguish the sects or parties formed 
among them by the almost innumerable 
varieties of opinions which an apostle 
has so aptly termed * the oppositions 
of science falsely so called.”” On the 
meaning then of the term heresy, both 
in its primary and its derivative sense, 
there cannot, we are persuaded, be 
any diversity of sentiment; and we 
are gratified that we are able to take 
Dr. B’s own definition of it. ‘* The 
literal meaning of heresy, in the 
original, is choice. Among different 
persuasions, an individual makes his 
election.” Serm. xxii. p. 309. 

But this brings us a very short way 
inourargument. Dr. B. has assumed, 
as usual, the very point to be proved. 
The question is not, whether cipeois, 
heresy, be innocent in its application 
to the healing art, or to philosophy, 
or to the parties existing in the Jewish 
church, or to any of the diversities of 
opinion now prevailing on subjects of 


the inseparable preposition, corresponding 
with #€, and derived the noun from m> secwii, 
in the sense which it assumes with n3, of 
making a covenant or agreement. We are 
aware that s¢ aipicswe av tex may be rendered, 
‘‘ agreeably to their own will,” that is, they 
did as much injustice as they pleased ; and so 
itis rendered by Biel, ex proposito suo, pro 
lubitu suo. Lex. in Lxx. etc. v. “Aspeois. 
But if this translation should be admitted in 
the present case, we should be at a loss how 
to account for the translation of Smnmop by 
aivicias. 
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human science or polity, but. whether 
it is innocent in cur own religion, and 
consistent with the principles of Chris- 
tianity. - lt is not, whether it bea mat- 
ter of little consequence to the lives of 
men that physicians, in gratifying their 
own choice, should be divided into 
sects and parties on the theory and 
practice of medicine ; it is not, whether 
the conflicting and contradictory sen- 
timents of the porch, the lyceum, and 
the academy tended to make the hea- 
then world wiser; it is not, whether 
the parties in the Jewish church, con- 
tinuing as they did in the bonds of 
external union, did not draw the minds 
of men aside from practical holiness, 
and weaken the commonwealth by the 
intestine commotions to which they gave 
birth ; it is not whether the political 
parties which now agitate, and often 
distract and convulse human govern- 
ments, be in themselves salutary or 
hurtful, unnecessary or unavoidable ;— 
but it is, whether the individuals, who 
compose the Christian church, have a 
right to indulge in that licence. of 
choice on the subject of religious doc- 
trine and discipline, which leads them 
to divide into sects and parties. Now 
here is the difference between Dr. B. 
and us. He first assumes that men, 
from the exercise of choice, or what 
he elsewhere calls private judgment, 
have a right to separate into different 
sects. We maintain, on the contrary, 
that they have no such right; that the 
great design of our Saviour and his 
apostles was to preserve unity ; that 
every thing which tended to produce 
schism was branded with opprobrium ; 
and hence, that heresy, under which 
term we include every thing which in 
itself tens to separation, is, in a Chris- 
tian, deeply criminal. Being thus 
fairly at issue, let us proceed to try 
the question by the authority of scrip- 
ture, and the practical results furnished 
by experience. 

The noun aiperis, translated some- 
times heresy and sometimes sect, oc- 
curs nine times in the new testament ; 
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the adjective «ipsrixes, a heretick, 
once. 

Acts v. 17. “ Then the high priest 
rose up,and all they that were there with 
him, which is the sect (i ovea cspeors) 
of the sadducees,” &c, The historian 
here uses a term which, as we have 
seen, had become a common appella- 
tive of the parties in the Jewish 
church ; but common sense must teach 
every one that this can have no bear- 
ing on the question respecting the ap- 
plication of the term to Christians, 

Acts xv. 15. ** But there rose up 
certain of the sect (ris esipszews heresy) 


| of the pharisees which believed, say- 


ing that it was needful to circumcise 
them, (the gentiles,) and to command 
them to keep the law of Moses.” 
Some of the sect or heresy of the 
pharisees had become Christians, but 
retained the notions of their party re- 
specting the perpetual and universal 
obligation of the law of Moses. This 
was the great source of discord, to stop 
which the apostles had to exert all 
their authority ; so that if this passage 
proves any thing, it is against, rather 
than in favour of heresy. If it be con- 
strued into an approbation of heresies 
or parties in the Christian church, we 
may on the same principle infer that 
there ought to be Christian phari- 
sees. ! 
Acts xxiv. 5. “For we have found 
this man (Paul) a pestilent fellow, and 
a mover of sedition among all the Jews 
throughout the world, and a ringleader 
of the sect (rig aiptoews) of the Naza- 
renes.”” These were the words of 
Tertullus, a Roman and heathen ora- 
tor, and the relation of them by St. 
Luke proves the fidelity and accuracy 
of the historian, but expresses no senti- 
ment, either of approbation or disappro- 
bation. ‘The Romans felt a great con- 
tempt for the Jews and their religion, 
and they considered the Christians as 
only a Jewish sect. Tertullus express- 
ed himself, therefore, as a Roman and 
aheathen. InSt. Paul’s answer, (14,) 
he alludes to the contemptuous lan- 
guage of the orator, as a calumny which 
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it was proper. for him to disclaim. 
‘* But this I confess unto thee, that after 
the way which they call heresy, (iy 
Atyevew «i periv—itiwould have been bet- 
ter to have rendered it as in the 5th ver. 
which they call a sect,) so worship I the- 
God of my fathers,” &c. Though Ter} 
tullus might call the Christian church a 
sect or heresy, putting it on a level with 
all the Jewish and heathen parties, St. 
Paul would not call itso. “The Chris- 
tian church, in his view, was designed 
to embrace all men, and therefore 
could not be a sect. It -was the state 
of relationship between God and _ his 
creatures, in which pardon was pro- 
vided for the guilty through a Redeem- 
er, not a sect of religious- philosophers 
ranged under the name, and obeying 
the laws, of a great human teacher of 
morality. We have in these words of 
the apostle, an evident disapproval of 
the use of the term, with regard to 
the Christian religion. : 

The net mention of the term heresy 
occurs in St. Paul’s celebrated: speech 
to king Agrippa, Acts xxvi. 5. “ My 
manner of life—know.all the Jews, 
which knew me from the beginning, 
(if they would testify,) that after the 
most straitest sect of our religion (sir 
axpiccrratyy aipeoir, the sect most 
punctilious in observing every jot and 
tittle of the Mosaick law) I lived a 
pharisee.” Itis hardly necessary to 
observe that St. Paul was speaking of 
his unconverted, not. of his Christian 
state, and he uses the appellative aipeois, 
sect, as it was commonly used among 
the Jews. , 

In chap. xxviii. of the Acts, it is 
mentioned that when St. Paul arrived 
in Rome, he assembled the chief of 
his countrymen to inform them of the 
reasons why he had been sent thither 
a prisoner; to which they answered, 
(21, 22,) “* We neither received 
letters out of Judea concerning thee ; 
neither any of the brethren that came 
showed or spake any harm of thee. 
But we desire to hear of thee what 
thou thinkest: for as concerning this 
sect (rig aipeotas vavrys) we know 
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that every where it is spoken against,” 
The Jews at Rome looked upon Chris- 
lianity, either as a sect of their own 
religion, er as a purer kind of hea- 
thenism. Their answer shows that they 
had regarded it with unconcern, and 
takeu up the common prejudices against 
it. St. Paul, however, did not expound 
io. them the doctrines of the sect, but 
‘the expounded and testified the king- 
dom of God, persuading them concern- 
ing Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, 
and out of the prophets.” ver. 25. 
Here are six places out of the nine 
in which the word a@spsrrg Occurs. And 
hence Dr. B. draws the inference that 
‘‘in most of the passages, the word 
(heresy) does not imply criminality in 
those to whom it refers!” **St. Paul, 
where he uses il,” he adds, ‘is com- 
mending his practices !’’ Serm, p. 310. 
We appeal to our readers whether 
‘this is sound criticism, or sound logick. 
In three instances out of the six, the 
word is used in speaking of the phari- 
sees and sadducees. In two, it is used 


concerning the Christian religion in- 
deed, but used by a heathen and by 


Jews. In the remaining instance, 
where St. Paul, in the language of Dr. 
B., “ is commending bis practices,”’ he 
takes especial care to disclaim the 
epithet. ‘‘ After the way,” says he, 
‘which they” not I ‘‘ call a heresy or 
sect.” Dr. B. and his friends are 
very much in the habit of calling all 
those who worship the Lord Jesus 
Christ, a sect ; and if we should reply, 
«* But this we confess unto thee, that 
after the way which ye call heresy, 
so worship we the God of our fathers,” 
we should undoubtedly commend our 
practices, but we should be very sorry 
if any of our posterity should thence 
infer that we considered ourselves as a 
sect, or approved of heresy. We have 
sometimes also mentioned those who 
call themselves unitarians, under that 
appellation as the well known name of 
a party, but God forbid that our men- 
tioning of them should be considered 
as an acknowledgment of what they 
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mean by the title, or as an approval of 
their doctrine, 

In a historical book, like the Acts, 
when the object of the historian is not 
to express his own opinions, but to re- 
late facts, no inferences of a doctrinal 
nature can properly be drawn from 
the use of common appellatives. We 
must look for expressions of com- 
mendation or censure to the epistles 
only, because they were addressed to 
Christians, and treated exclusively of 
the affairs of Christians. But bere Dr, 
B. can find no use of the term heresy, 
which does not imply criminality. 

The first place where it occurs, is 
1 Cor. xi. 19. St. Paul is sharply re- 
proving the Corinthians, for their dis- 
orderly conduct, their contentions 
about trifles, their spirit of insubor. 
dination, and their profanation of the 
Lord’s supper. ‘ In this that I de- 
clare unto you, I praise you not, that 
ye come together not for the better, 
but for the worse. For, first of all, 
when ye come together in the church, 
I hear that there be divisions, (cyicnara 
schisms,) among you, and I partly be- 
lieve it, (xai petpes ss wigivw, of a 
certain part of you I believe it.) 
For there must be also heresies, («ipéreis 
sects or parties,) among you, that they 
which are approved (d¢x:ue: a word re- 
lating to the purity and genuineness of 
the precious metals, q. d. they which 
are genuine Christians) may be made 
manifest among you. Here the genuine 
Christians are evidently put in opposi- 
tion to that certain part who cause 
divisions. The necessity of there being 
heresiesor sects, springs from the corrupt 
conduct of those who cause them. 
Dr. B. indeed, puts a different con- 


struction upon this passage, because 


he considers division and separation 
among Christians ag no crime. ‘ The 
diflerent tempers, situations, and pur- 
suits of men considered,” says he, 
*‘ difference in religious opinions among 
them must be expected; and their 
divisions afford opportunity to test 
the integrity, the resolution, and con- 
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stancy of the ingenuous friend of truth. 
Heresy, in all the above passages, 
means a sect, a particular religious 
denomination.” Serm. p. 3!0— 
311. All this is true but are we to 
infer that heresy is no crime ?~ We 
cannot but think that the ancient 
father, whose words we have placed 
at the head of this article, reasoned 
much more correctly than Dr. B., 
when he said that we might as well 
call evil good, because in the divine 
administration of the universé it is 
made subservient to good purposes. 
Gal. v. 21. Certain persons had 
taught the Galatian converts that un- 
less they received circumcision and 
observed the Mosaick law they could 
not be saved ; and they appear to have 
been very succeSsful in raising up a 
sect or party in favour of Judaical ob- 
servances. ‘This was the occasion of 
St. Paul’s epistle, and his fears that 
the unity of the church would be 
éestroyed, are very observable through 
the whole, and especially in the fifth 
caapter. ‘If ye bite and devour one 
another” (the natural effect of party 
Spirit)“ take heed that ye be not con- 
sumed one of another.—Walk in the 
Spirit and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit.—The works of the 
flesh are manifest, which are these ; 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, las- 
civiousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, sedi- 
tions, HERESIES, (as pions, SECTS,) envy- 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and such like: of the which I tell 
you before, as I have also told you in 
time past, that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God.” Heresies or sects are here 
put in such goodly company that even 
Dr. B. is obliged to admit that they 
are criminal. But he relieves himself 
from the difficulties of this concession, 
by making the crime to consist, not in 
the act of heresy itself, but in the 
motive which leads to the act. The 
criminal heretick, says he, “isthe man 
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who chooses his sect fromm seifish and 
wicked motives.” Who does not see 
that in this he completely begs the 
question? [t is surprising that after 
having justly defined heresy to mean 
a sect, or particular religicus denom- 
ination, he shou'-] not have gone on to 
the legitimate conclusion that the di- 
vision of Christians into sects is one of 
the works of the flesh ; thet it is there- 
fore abhorrent from the spirit of Chris- 
tianity ; and consequently that all 
who cause such divisions have reason 
to fear the anger of God. 

2 Peter. ii. 1. The apostle having 
spoken (chap. i. 16,) of the voice 
from heaven, and the miraculous trans- 
figuration of Christ, of which he was 
an eye and ear witness, as rendering 
more firm the prophesies of the old 
testament respecting the Saviour, ex- 
horts the persons to whom he writes 
to attend carefully to those prophe- 
sies in connexion with their fulfilment, 
as productive of clear conviction of 
the truth of the gospel ; remember- 
ing, that the holy men who uttered 
them were excif@d thereto by the 
Holy Ghost. But though the prophets’ 
spake by inspiration, they were not- 
withstanding opposed, and often oppos- 
ed successfully, among the people, by 
false~ prophets. From this opposition 
to God’s true prophets, under the law, 
the apostle draws an admonition with 
regard tothe false teachers who should 
oppose the ministers of Christ, and 
pervert the truths of the gospel. ** But 
there were false prophets also amon 
the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who privi- 
ly shall bring tn damnable heresies, 
( eipecess wmwrsias, sects of destruction, 
sects tending to perdition,) even deny. 
ing the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruc- 
tion, (ére#asier,) and many shall follow 
their pernicious ways, (Griesb. area- 
ysiess, impurities,) by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be evil spoken 
of, and through covetousness shall they 
with feigned words make merchan- 
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dise of you, whose judgment now of 
a long time lingereth not, and their 
damnation slumbereth not.” The false 
teachers are described as introducing 
their heresies or sects covertly, so as 
not to alarm the people whom’ they 
teach, though their sects are in them- 
selves destructive. The consequence is 
that many follow their impurities, on 
account of whom even Christanity it- 
self shall be evil spoken of. We for- 
bear any further comment, excepting 
the single remark, that what was writ- 
ten aforetime was written for our Jearn- 
ing, and that it behoves every Christian, 
who values his own salvation, serious- 
ly to examine whether the apostle’s 
admonition may not be applicable to 
himself. 

Titus iii. 10. Ip the two preced- 
ing verses, the apostle requires ‘Titus 
to insist most strenuously upon the 
necessity of practical holiness in the 
Christian character, but to shun all 
foolish questions, and disputes about 
the law, from the conviction that they 
are vain, and unprofitable. And then 
he proceeds: ‘* A man that is a here. 
tick, (ai perixey avSparer, a man who is 
constantly raising these foolish, un- 
profitable, and empty questions and 
controversies, dividing Christians in- 
to sects, and leading them off from 
practical holiness, such a man,) after 
the first and second admonition, reject, 
(wapeires, avoid or shun ;) knowing 
that he that is such is subveried, 
(égterparras, literally is turned inside 
out,.a metaphor derived from so turn- 
ing a soiled garment ; in other words 
has made manifest the perversity of his 
mind. See Wetst. vol. 2. p. 378,) and 
sinneth, being condemned of himself.” 
How self-condemned ? If Dr. B.’s con- 
struction is to be allowed, “* he must 
himself approve the sentence of ex- 
clusion.” In other words, he must 
himself allow that he is in the wrong. 
Who will not exclaim, **O lame and 
impotent conclusion !” for of all the 
turbulent spirits that ever distracted 
the Christian church who has ever 
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acknowledged that he was in the 
wrong ? Such an acknowledgment is 
foreign from the very character of one 
who causes divisions ; and at this rate, 
the apostle might have spared his 
counsel, since it would be questiona- 
ble whether there ever had beena 
heretick in the world. But if heresy 
be that exercise of private choice 
which Jeads men to form parties in 
the church, then the heretick is obvi- 
ously self-condemned by the fruits of 
his own conduct. His crime is now 
palpable ; for, however sincere he may 
be in his opinions, and however con- 
sistent he may think them with the scrip- 
tures, he cannot but perceive that they 
have rent asunder. the body of Christ, 
and consequently is self-condemned 
from the very nature of his own act. 

We have shown, we think, that 
in every passage of the new tes- 
tament in which the word heresy ap- 
plies to the Christian: state, it is con- 
demned as inconsistent with the very 
character of our religion. To confirm 
this view of the subject in the minds 
of our readers, we shall proceed to 
some of the passages in which the 
word schism occurs ; for if it shall ap- 
pear that schism is inconsistent with 
the obligations of the Christian life, 
it will be obvious that heresy, from 
which it inevitably proceeds, cannot 
be innocent. 

Schism, (ezécme,) it is well known, 
signifies a division or separation. 
Our Saviour speaks of a rent (cytcue) 
in a garment becoming worse, Matt. 
ix. 16. Mar. ii. 21; and St. John uses 
the same word to denote the conflict- 
ing sentiments of the Jews concerning 
Jesus, (Jobn. vii. 43.) “ There was 
a division (cyicue) among the people 
because, or on account, of him.”’ So 
also ix. 16.x. 19. It occurs no where 
else, but in the first epistle to the 
Corinthians; the church at Corinth 
being greatly distracted by contending 
parties. 

1. Cor. i. 10. Now I beseech you, 
brethren, by the name of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no 
divisions (cyicuera, schisms) among 
you ; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment. For it hath been de- 
clared unto me of you, my brethren, 
that there are contentions among you. 
Every one of you saith, I am of Paul, 
and -1.of Apoilos, and I of Cephas, 
and I of Christ, Is Christ divided ? 
was Paul crucified for you? or were 
ye baptized in the name of Paul ?” 
Where, then, the parties were at- 
tached to ministers of equal authority, 
and who preached the same doctrine, 
as was the case with all the apostles, 
even there we see, that to indulge a 


party spirit and to contend on that ac- 


count, is pronounced to be contrary to 
the duties of Christians. How much 
more so must it be when these quali- 
fications of the Christian ministry do 
not exist, - 

Chap. xi. 18. When ye come togeth- 
erin the church, I hear that there be 
divisions (eyi/cwere, schisms) among 
you. 19. For there must be here- 
sies (Sects) among you, &c. We 
have already noticed this passage in 
our comment on the word herestes or 
sects; and it is mentioned again only 
to impress on the minds of our readers 
the intimate connexion of heresy and 
schism, and the opposition of both ‘to 
the true spirit of the gospel of peace. 

Ch. xii. 25. The apostle in this chap- 
ter compares the Christian church un- 
der the influences of the Holy Spirit to 
one human body animated by one soul. 
He affirms that the Spirit fits men by 
diverse gifts and operations for the 
performance of their various employ- 
ments in the church, as the soul by its 
union with the body of man enables 
the different members to perform their 
various functions, (1—12.) He tells 
the Corinthians that by one Spirit we 
are all baptized into the one body, 
‘the church,) and, alluding to the sa- 
crament of the Lerd’s supper, that we 
have been all made to drink into one 
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Spirit. From this comparison he th 
takes occasion to warn the Corinthiz 
to be content with their several s . 
tions in the church and not to assui 
the offices of others. ‘They are wa » 
ed that the body of man is kept in per- 
fect order and sound health, by the + 
gularity with which the several me 
bers perform their operations; .a 
that for this very purpose God had < 
justed the several parts, assigning 
each its proper office, and making ea 
useful -in its own way to the re 
(13—24.) And then he assigns 1 
reason why God had done this: # 
there should be no schism (cyirpee) 
the body; but that the members shor 
have the same care one for anothe 
and whether one member suffer all t 
members suffer with it; or one me 
ber be honoured all the members x 
joice with it.” If the smallest men 
ber of our body suffer violence, th: 
whole body feels the pain ; if any o 
of our senses is gratified, the whe! 
body partakes of the enjoyment: wk 
a delightful picture of the unity of t 
Christian church! and this unity 
destroyed by schism. In the 27th ai 
following verses, the apostle applies 
the allegory to the Corinthian Chris- 
tians. ‘%* Ye are the body of Christ 
and members in particular, and God 
hath set (¢9ero constituted or appoint- 
ed) some in the church, first apostles ; 
secondarily, prophets ; thirdly, teach- 
ers, &c, Are all apostles? &c.” Let 
the members of the Christian church, 
both clergy and laity, learn to confine 
themselves to the station in which God 
has placed them. The moment they 
intrude themselves into the functions 
of other members, the whole body is 
disordered. 

The unity of the Christian church 
is described, Acts ii. 42. They whe 
had been baptized into the one body 
the church, ‘ continued steadfastly in 
the apostles’ docirine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in pray- 
ers.” This unity was the subject of 
our Sayiour’s pathetick praver imme- 
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diately before he suffered. John xvii. 
20,21. “ Neither pray I for these 
alone, (the apostles,) but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their 
word: that they all may be one ; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us; that 
the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me,”” This unity all Christians 
are exhorted to keep, “ with all lowli- 
ness and meekness, with long suffering, 
forbearing one another in love,” (Eph. 
iv. 2.) and they are entreated to 
“mark them which cause divisions 
(dix°rrering) and offences contrary to 
the doctrine’? learned from the apos- 
tles, “ and avoid them. For they that 
are such serve not our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but their own belly ; and by 
good words and fair speeches deceive 
the hearts of the simple.’ (Rom. xvi. 
17, 18.) ; 

We do not think it necessary to pro- 
duce any further authorities from 
scripture to prove to our readers that 
heresies and schisms are utterly re- 
pugnant to the express injunctions of 
the Holy Spirit, and of course utterly 
inconsistent with the duties of the 
Christian life. But we shall proceed 
to make a few remarks upon the prac- 
tical evils resulting from the sectarian 
spirit. sry 
We have defined heresy to be that 
exercise of choice or private judgment 
which leads men to form sects or par- 
ties. All truths necessary to salvation 
are contained in the scriptures, and we 
hold that in the interpretation of the 
scriptures on doubtful and difficult 
points, that sense for which antiquity, 
universality, and consent can be plead- 
ed, is more likely to be true, than any 
sense affixed to it by private or indi- 
vidual judgment. In other words, we 
prefer the’ choice or judgment of the 
catholick or universal church to the 
ohoice or judgment of any private per- 
son. Supposing, however, that an in- 
dividual does reject the sense so 
recommended, we hold that as Jong as 
he does not disturb the peace of the 
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church, the question must rest between 
him and the Searcher of all hearts. 
We do not say that he is innocent ; 
for that must depend upon the sub- 
ject, and the extent of his doubts. 
We are assured by an inspired apos- 
tle that “the ignorant and unstable 
wrest the scriptures to their own de- 
struction ;”” and we consider it as in- 
consi-tent with Christian humility to 
Jean so much to our own understand- 
ing as to make it a judge from whose 
decisions there is no appeal. We only 
say that his innocence or guilt is cog- 
nizable by him alone who formed and 
who knows the heart. 

But the case is different, the mo- 
ment he promulgates his sentiments 
and endeavours to lead other men to 
embrace them. It is no longer a 
matter of private conscience ; and if 
he now forms a party, in opposition 
to what has the three great character- 
isticks, of antiquity, universality, and 
consent, the quod semper, quod ubi- 
on quod ab omnibus, of Vincentius of 

erins, he becomes a heretick. It was 
in this sense that St. Augustin said, 
‘‘ Errare possum, hereticus esse nolo,” 
I may be in errour, but I will not be a 
heretick. I may be in errour myself, 
but I will not disturb the peace of the 
church by persuading others to adopt 
my sentiments for the purpose of 
forming my own sect or party. Is 
this the surrender of any Christian 
privilege ? Is it a violation of reli- 
gious liberty ? Is it an undue restraint 
upon the inherent right of private 
judgment ? We think not ; for it is no 
more than what is done every day 
in civil society. It is a restraint put 
upon the private members of a com- 
munity for the benefit of the whole ; 
a restraint, without which liberty 
must degenerate into licentiousness ; 
order be subdued by confusion ; 
peace and harmony exchanged for 
strife and discord; indifference to re- 
ligious truth substituted for zeal ; 
and practical piety Jost amid the 
janylings of vain controversy. 
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We appeal] to every serious and re- 
flecting Christian, and ask him to consi- 
der whether experience does not justify 
our assertion. We might ask him to 
survey the whole history of the church, 
and see how the perpetual divisions 
by which it bas been more or less in 
every age rent in pieces, have mar- 
red its beauty and prevented its in- 
crease. But we confine ourselves 
to our own country, and ask, witha 
doubting and a fearful heart, what will 
be the inevitable result of this factious 
spirit of party. 

Every man, it is said, has an inherent 
right to choose for himself in matters of 
religion. He may belong to any one or 
to none of the existing denominations. 
He may with all freedom proclaim his 
own sentiments, and use every other 
means excepting brute force, to propa- 
gate his tenets. If he can collect a sufh- 
cient number of bearers, he may take 
upon himself, or, what amounts to the 
same thing, may be appointed by 
them, to dispense the word. and sa- 
craments. In this way there can be 
no end to the formation of sects. 
‘“ There is no errour,” says Raleigh, 
‘which hath not some appearance of 
probability resembling truth ; which, 
where men, who study to be singuiar, 
find out, straining reason, they then 
publish to the world matter of con- 
tention and jangling.” Dr. B., himself, 
cannot contemplate the prospect which 
lies before him without having some- 
thing of a right feeling respecting the 
fatal effects of the sectarian principle, 


’ & The thought,” says he, ‘* of crushing 


liberal Christianity, as many denomi- 
nate it, ( i. e. unitarianism,) by eccle- 
siastical censures, is idle. But Il am 
appalled, by a view of the temporary 
evils which must arise from the at- 
tempt. Angry disputes will prevail, 
and those divisions may take place, 
which must paralize the strength 
of many of our parishes, and leave 


no denomination the al:ility to sup-- 


port the publick institutions of the 
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which we may be awfully afraid. 
Means will be wanting to maintain a 
pious and learned ministry : destitute 
parishes will be left open to. impres- 
sions from ignorant and enthusiastick 
itinerants ; and. the worst evils of 
party, and the most extravagant exces- 
ses of fanaticism, it must be expect- 
ed, will prevail.” Serm. xiti. p. 195, 

The evil is faithfully stated, but the 
attention of the reader is diverted 
from jts real cause. It is not eccle- 
siastical .censures, but it is the spirit 
of heresy, the disposition to create 
new sects, which is the parent of these 
disorders. And how dves Dr, B. 
think they are to be remedied ? Why 
truly the self-named unitarians. must 
be permitted to propagate the tenets 
of their sect without any censure. 
Opposition to what he calls liberal 
Christianity, is the source of the whole 
evil. Every minister must be per- 
mitted to preach what he pleases to 
call the gospel; and no man must 
censure him for so doping because he 
has a right to think for himself. If 
unitarians may do this, why not the min- 
isters of every other sect ?—The way, 
then, according to Dr, B., to heal divi- 
sions, is to give everyman, who chooses 
to call. himself a minister of the gospel, 
full liberty to promote them. We are 
fearful that the unity for which our 
Saviour prayed, in order that the world 
might believe in his divine mission, 
will not be promoted by such means. 
The wall of God’s holy temple is not 
to be built with such untempered 
mortar. When‘ every one hath a 
psalm, hati: a doctrine, hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, hath an interpreta- 
tion,” (1 Cor. xiv. 26,) bow is it 
sible that all things should be done 
unto edifying. Such thiags cannot 
proceed from above ; for *God is 
not the author of confusion but of 
peace.”’ 

What is left to the discretion of the 
minister is left also to the indiscte. 
tions of the man. For the laity, the 


gospel. Evils, then, may follow, of tetms of communion should be as broad 
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and extensive as possible. © There 
should be no attempt, in the language 
of the wise secretary of queen Eliza- 
beth, ** to make windows into men’s 
hearts and secret thoughts,” for the 
purpose of excluding them from the 
privilege of unity. with God’s holy 
church.—But the case .is very difler- 
ent with regard to the clergy. They 
are the publick teachers of religion. 
The views which the great body of 
the laity take, depend almost entire- 
ly upon their representations. How 
important is it for the promotion of 
unity, and for the avoiding of schism, 
that they should agree together as 
touching the doctrines which they 
preach! And how can this be done, 
unless there be some standard, some 


confession of faith, some articles of’ 


agreement, by a conformity to which 
their conduct is to be estimated. 
Blessed be God, through the control- 
ling influence of Episcopal govern- 
ment, and the catholick and temper- 
ate formularies of our church, we 
have such a safeguard. ‘There is not, 


we may safely say, a doctrine or a 
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practice enjoined in the protestant Epis- 
copal church which wid not bear _ the 
test of antiquity, universality, and con- 
sent. There is not therefore a single 
principle insisted on, which, in the 
proper sense of the term, can ‘be 
called heretical. Ye disclaim the 
title of a sect, or a party. Our ob- 
ject is the promotion of unity; not 
the unity of indifference, but of zeal 
and love. We think we have reason 
to doubt whether this can ever be 
accomplished till there shall be a unity 
in the body, as well as in the spirit, 
in the outward form, as well as inthe 
inward temper, of the catholick church. 
In the mean time we continue to pre- 
serve that outward form with unva- 
rying strictness, praying constantly 
that God will preserve us *‘ from all 
false doctrine, heresy, and schism,”” and 
that he will be pleased so to guide 
and govern his hoiy church universal, 
** that all who profess and call them- 
selves Christians, may be led into the 
way of truth, and hold the faith in 
unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, 
and in righteousness of life.” 


———_— 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


New Jersey. 

Tue thirty-ninth annual convention of the 
diocese of New Jersey was held in Christ 
church, Shrewsbury, on the 2tst and 22d 
days of August, 1822. 
church is not materially altered since the 
report of last year. ‘There has been but 
one ordination; that of the reverend John 
M. Ward, to the order of deacons; and the 
revercnd Dagel Higbee, a presbyter, has left 
the diocese and removed into that of Dela- 
ware. We reported Jast year twenty-five 
congregations, fifteen of which enjoyed the 
stated ministrai#ons of clergymen. This 
year the bishup states that there are eighteen 
which have regular service, and ten which 
have pcen occasionally, though often served 
oy the missionary and otherclergymen. He 
observes that more of the churches bave 
had stated regular service duysing the year 
just past, and the residue si@ vacant more 
frequently opened for publick worship than 
at any former pened. 


The condition of the © 


Of the thirteen counties info which New 
Jersey is divided, ten contain churches. We 
notice with pleasure that the parochial re- 
turns in this diocese as far as*they have been 
made, are in general very full and accurate. 
We are sorry however to find no report from 
fen, and very imperfect reports from three. 
A little pains in all the dioceses would enable 
us to give every year an aecurate account 
of the state of the church throughout the 
union. We proceed to give as full.a sum- 
mary as we are able. 

In Sussex county, there are three churches, 
Christ church, Johnsonborough, vacant, no 
report. Christ church, Newton, and Si. 
James's, Knowlion, reverend Clarkson Dunn, 
minister.* ‘Tbe congregation at Newton 





* The distinction of rector and minister is 
as foliows: revtor denotes a presbyter who 
has heen instituted into. his parish by the ec- 
clesiastical autherity of the diocese : ministe: 
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continues to flourish, and means are in pro- 
gress to erect, with the divine blessing, a 
handsome stone church next summer. 

Essex county. Four churches. T'ri- 
nily, Newark, H. P. Powers, rector elect. 
Increasing in numbers, unanimity, and it is 
thought, in piety. The Sunday school, though 
small, increasing Christ chapel, Belleville, 
vacant, no repert. Patterson, vacant, the 
congregation are endeavouring to obtain 
funds to build a churclhi. St. John’s, Eliza- 
beth Town, John C. Rudd, rector. Flourish- 
ing. An excellent organ has been put up. 
Sunday school has varied from sixty to forty 
regular attendants. 

BERGEN county. One church. St. Wat- 
thew’s, city of Jersey. Supplied every secon: 
Sunday by the reverend Cave Jones, of New 
York, no report. 

Hunterpon C. Twochurches. St. Tho- 
mas, Ilecandria. Vacant. The bishop on 
his visitation preached there to a large and 
attentive congregation, and administered the 
holy communion. ‘** The building belonging 
to this congregation”, says the bishop, “ after 
having laid in ruins many years, is at length 
neatly repaired and improved.” St. dAa- 
drew’s, Amwell. Vacant, no report. 

Somerset C. One church. Christ 
church, New Brunswick. Right reverend Dr. 
Croes, bishop of the diocese, rector. The 
congregation have lately repaired and im- 
proved their church; and though not large, 
are attached to the doctrines and worship 
ef our communion, and unite in the services 
of the church in a very proper and devout 
manner. The number of Sunday scholars 
about forty. 

Mippiesex C. Four churches. St. 
James's, Piscataway, and Trinity, Wood- 
bridge, vacant and no report. St Peter's, 
Spotswood, vacant. Visited twice by the 
hishop. St. Peter’s, Perth Amboy, James 
Chapman, rector. 

Monmovutu C. Three churches, Christ 
church, Middletown, and Christ church, 
Shrewsbury, both under the rectorship of the 
reverend John Croes, jun. ason of the 
bishop. ** The church at Shrewsbur;,,” says 
the bishop, ** preserves its strength and re- 
spectability : and its spiritual, as well as_ its 
temporal concerns, may be considered in an 
improving state. Since my last visit, the 
congregation has repaired and painted the 
interiour of its house of worsnip” St. 
Peter's, Freehold, stitl vacant, but has the 
prospect of obtaining a minister very shortly. 

Burtincton C, Five churches. St. 
Michacl’s, Trenton, Abiel Carter, rector. 





is one in deacon’s orders only, or an wninsti- 
tuted! presbyter. 
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Since the last report, a commodious edifice 
with two rooms has been erected and finishr- 
ed for the accommodation of the Sunday 
school. ‘The number of scholars,” says 
the rector, “* attached to this school, is much 
smaller, than attended during the last year. 
This decrease is to be ascribed chiefly to the 
impossibility of keeping a competent num- 
ber of teachers engaged. By the gentlemen 
of the congregation, little or no attention 
has ever been paid to the school; and, even 
ainong the ladies, the burden falls upon a 
very few. Had it not been for the great 
and unremitted exertions of these few, the 
school must have become utterly cxtinct. 
Joo great praise cannot be bestowed upon 
those, who have thus persevered, notwith- 
standing the many discouraging circumstan- 


» ces they have had to encouater. It affords 


pleasure to the rector to state, however, 
that he has reason to hope and trust, that 
an institution of so much importance to so- 
ciety will not be suffered to perish ; but that 
it will continue to prove an effectual means 
of grace to many of the rising generation, 
who might otherwise perish for lack of 
knowledge.” - St. Andrew's. Mount Holly, 
George ¥. Morehouse, rector. ‘The young 
ladies who teach the Sanday school mani- 
fest the most exemplary attention,~faithful- 
ness, and perseverance. St. Mary’s, Coles- 
town. This congregation, long vacant, and 
hitherto supplied with only occasional ser- 
vices, has engaged the reverend Mr. Ward 
to officiate there one half of his time. Mr. 
W. reports “ That the situation of the chureh 
is such as to render the tustitution of a Sun- 
day school in it, quite impracticable. The 
children, however, have been taught their 
catechiszn, and an increasing attention to 
religion and divine service, generally ap- 
pears, in*the congregation.” St. Mary's 
Burlington. Peverend Charles H. Wharton, 
D. D. rector. The congregation increasing 
and attentive. St. John’s, Chew's Landing. 
This church has been vacant for many 
years, and has become almost extinct. 
There is no parochial report, but it has been 
visited by the bishop and several of the 
clergy, and the congregation is mentioned by 
one of them as attentive to his preaching. 

Groversten C. Four churches. Sf, 
Thomas, Glassborough, vacant, no report, 
visited by the bishop and two of the paro- 
chial clergy. St. Stephen's, Muliiea Hill, 
vacant, no report, visited by the bishop and 
clergy. Trinity, Swedesborough, Jacob M. 
Douglass, rector. Mr. D. reports that the 
congregation is large and respectable, and 
manifests ‘an increasing Zeal and fondness far 
the services and principles of our church; and 
that the Sunday school it impreaved as to its 
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discipline, and increasing in usefulness. St. 
Peter's, Berkley, vacant, but visited by Mr. 
Ward who in addition to his appointments 
as missionary, preached there three times on 
Sundays, and once on a week day. 

SaLuem C. Two churches. Sit. John’s, 
Salem, and Si. George’s, Penn’s Neck. Both 
these churches are under the rectorship of 
the reverend Mr. Cadle. They continue 
much as they were at our last report, tc 
which we refer our readers. 

In 16 congregations, 613 families and con- 

tributors. 

“* 5 congregations 970 Individuals. 

“IF do. 679 Communicants. 

* 16 do. 148 Baptisms. 

“14 do. 41 Marriages. 

* 16 do. 171 Funerals. 

The bishop has visited almost every church 
in the diocese, during the last year; has 
held four cunfirmations ; the number confirm- 
ed being fifty-seven; has admitted one can- 
didate for orders, and ordained one, as before 
stated. 

‘¢ "lhe several institutions in the diocese,” 
the bishop observes, ** connected with the 
church, continue, through the: divine bless- 
ing, to prosper. ‘The funds belonging to 
them gradually increase; and to the ap- 
plication of one of them—-the missionary 
tund—is principally to be ascribed, under 
God, the improved state of some ‘of our 
long vacant and almost ruined churches, 
and the establishment of ministers in others.” 

The bishop recommends to the patronage 
of the laity ia his diocese, the General Theo- 
logical Seminary, and the Church Missionary 
Society, instituted by the general conven- 
tiom of 1820. © With regard to the latter, he 
observes : ** The society is now in operation. 
Its objects are, to sead missionaries into the 
states aud territories in which our church is 
not yet organized ; and collect together the 
scaltered members of our communion, who 
have migrated to those remote parts ; and 
are now wandering about as sheep without 
shepherds ;—to afford temporary and occa- 
sional assistance to those dioveses, which 
are not able of themselves to support the 
requisite missionaries ; and to send mis- 
sionar:es also to the heathen of our own 
country ; and, when opportunity offers, and 
its means are ” suilicient, to the heathen on 
the eastern continent, for the purpose of en- 
deavouring to * turn ‘them from darkness to 
light and from the power of satan unto 
God.’ 

‘it is desirable, that every churchman, 
who can conveniently pay three dollars a 
year, should become a member of this very 
useful society. But, as many persons are 
wuable to pay thatesum, it is recommended 
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to the several dioceses, to establish auvilia- 
ry societies or associations, the members of 
which to pay a much smaller sum, or to 
adopt any mode to give aid to the parent 
society, which, in cases, in which diocesan 
institutions already exist, many not inter- 
fere with such institutions. 

‘* ] would, therefore, suggest to the con- 
vention, the expedieney of recommending to 
every congregation in the diocese, to form 
a missionary associat:on ; the contributions 
of which to be transmitted every year to 
the treasurer of the convention, in aid of 
the collections, which are annually made, 
in the several churches, for missionary 
purposes: and that the board of directors 
of the missionary fund be authorized to 
transmit annually, so much of the avails of 
the fund, as they may think expedient, to 
the treasurer of the general aaenrenney 80- 
ciety, for the use of the society. 

‘* The liberal support of this truly Chris- 
tian institution is a duty, which we owe 
to ourselves, as members of the protestant 
Episcopal church; the reputation of which, 
in this period of unusual exertion, in the ex- 
tension of the gospel, is deeply involved in 
its success ; also as members of the Chrise 
tian church, at large, which necessarily im- 
ply, that we use the means and powers, 
with which God has endowed us, in endeav- 
ouring to extend the blessed kingdom of 
his Son, and to promote the spiritual inte- 
rests of our fellow creatures.” 

In consequence of this recommendation, 
committzes were appointed by the conven- 
tion to report respecting these two objects. 
That on the missionary fand, reported as 
follows. 

¢ Resolved, first, That it be recommended 
to every congregation in the diocese to 
form a missionary association; the con- 
tributions of which, to be transmitted every 
year to the treasurer of the convention, iv 
aid of the collections, which are anaoually 
made, in the several churches, for missiona- 
ry purposes. 

* Resolved, secondly, That the board of 
directors of the missionary fund, be author- 
ized to transmit, annually, so much of the 
avails of the fund, as they may think ex- 
pedient, to the treasurer of the domestick 
and foreign missionary society, for the use 
of the society ” 

That on the theological seminary, offered 
the following resolutions. 

“ Resolved, first, That early measures be 
taken for raising the sum of $2000, for the 
purpose of establishing a scholarship in the 
seminsry, to be called the New Jersey 
scholarship. 

** Resolved, secondly, That al! sums sur 
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scribed, be paid into the hands of the trea- if subsequently passed, by three fourths of 


surer of this convention; and that, in case 
a sufficient sum shall not be immediately 
raised, the sums, so paid, shall be placed by 
him at interest, with good security, until 


| they shall amount to the sum necessary for 


founding such scholarship. 

“ Resolved, thirdly, That eight persons 
be appointed to solicit subscriptions to this 
object, in the several congregations of the 
church, in the diocese.” 

The reports of both the committees were 
accepted. 

The reverend Mr. Rudd moved a very 
important resolution, viz. * that a commit- 
tee be appointed to take into consideration, 
the subject of the bishop’s powers in the 
convention of his diocese ; and that said 
committee be authorized to report such 
measures relative to it, as they may deem 
proper to be adopted by the convention.” 

Hitherto, in most if not all of our dioceses, 
it has been simply provided that the bishop 
shall be ex-officio president of the conven- 
tion. According to the rues of parliamen- 
tary usage, the president of a deliberative 
body does not deliver his sentiments upon 
any subject, and has merely a casting vote ; 
but this is inconsistent with the patriarchal 
character of a bishop, and the spiritual au- 
thority with which he is invested by the 
divine Head of the church. As far as any 
analogy can exist between that km;dom 
which is not of this world, and the govern- 
ments which are of this world, the bishep is 
like a governour of the state, presiding over 
his council; he has an inherent right to give 
his sentiments freely on subjects which con- 
cern the spiritual welfare of that portion of 
the flock of Christ.intrusted to his pastoral 
care. And he ought moreover to have the 
power certainly of a limited and qualified 
vote on all canons passed by the convention, 
similar to that which the president of the 
United States enjoys with respect to the acts 
of congress. We are happy, therefore, to 
see that the following report was accepted by 
the convention. 

‘ The committee, to whom was referred 
the subject of the powers of the bishop, ia 
the convention of his diocese, report, that 
they have had the matter under considera- 
tion, and offer to the convention the follow- 
ing proposed addition to the constitution, to 
be entered on the journal for consideration 
at the next convention. 

‘©All canons, and other acts of the conven- 
tion, shall be signed by the bishop for the 
time being ; and, in case of his declining to 
sign any canon or act, be shall give to the 
convention his reasons for it: such canon.or 
act, shall nevertheless be considered valid, 
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the embers present. 
Standing Committee. 

The reverend Dr. Wharton, J. C. Rudd, 
J. Chapman, J. Croes, jun. of the clergy ; 
Robert Boggs, Esq. William P. Deare, Esq. 
Peter Kean, Esq. Jacob Van Wickile, Esq. 
of the laity. 

Deputies to general convention of 1823. 

The reverend Dr. Wharton, J. C. 
Rudd, J. Croes, jun. G. ¥. Morehotse, 
of the clergy ; Peter Kean, Esq. Jo-eph 
V. Clark, Esq. Dr. P. F. Glentworth, 
Wm. T. Anderson, Esq. of the laity. 

Trustees nominated for the theologicat 
seminary, the reverend John Croes, jun. 
and Peter Kean, esquire. 

To the proceedings of the convention are 
annexed four appendixes. 1. The proceed- 
ings of the standing committee. 2. Report 
of the board of directors of the missionary 
fund. 3. Accounts of the treasurer of tke 
missionary and bishop’s funds. 4. Ex- 
tracts from the journal of the special gene- 
ra} convention held in Philadelphia, October 
1821. 

The second appendix we think. will be in- 
teresting, and we the:cfore present it to our 
readers. 

*« The board of directors, to whom is-con- 
fined the appropriation of the missionary 
fund, beg leave to make the following re- 
port to the convention: 

“ That, as was mentioned in their last 
communication, the reverend Mr. Ward 
had been engaged to perform the duuties of 
a missionary to the vacant churches. This 
engagement was for the half of: his time, 
for one year, commencing on the first: of 
October last, on the-condition of his receiv- 
ing $150, in aid of his support. The other 
half, he had consented to devote to St 
Mary’s church, Colestown, on-a stipulation 
made between him. and the vestry of that 
church. Mr. Ward has been enabled thus. 
far, faithfully, and, as they trust, usefully, 
to fulfil his engagements. 

‘In his report to the bishop, ex-officie 
presicent of the board, it appears, that he 
has, since his appointment, performed divine 
service, and preached, on five Sundays in 
the congregation at Paterson, and baptized 
one infant ; on three Sundays at Ghrist 
chapel, Belleville, and baptized two infants ; 
on three Sundays, at St. ‘Thomas’s: church, 
Alexandria; on one Sunday and two week 
days, at Mr. Robert Sharp’s, Amwell ; 
on seve: Sundays, and one week day, at 
St. Peter's, Freehold; on seven Sundays 
and one week day at £¢. Peter's, Spots. 
wood, and baptized two children ; on four 
Sundays, and one week dav, at St. James’s. 
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Reeplanen and on four Sundays, and 
ene week day, at Trinity church, Wood- 
bridge. 

** That he bas, in addition to his per- 
formances of the regular services of the 
sanctuary, distributed. catechisms among 
the children, and examired their progress 
in the study of them, in several churches, 
in which the measure was practicable 

“* He further states, that he has found 
the people of the congregations, in which 
he officiated, attend divine service, gene- 
rally, very well; and in many cases, unite 
in that holy exercise, with great proprie- 
ty and solemnity. 

‘6 He reports, that the collections for the 
missionary fund, durimg the time he has 
officiated, amount to $74,37. 

“+ Phi board also report, that they, 
through “their president, continued to the 
reverend Mr. Dunn, the missionary to the 
churches in Sussex, the suin of $50, for the 
year lately passed, in consideration of his 
not, as yet, receiving the proceeds of all the 
church property, at Newton; a part of it 
being under a lease, the rent of which having 
been anticipated, in the erection of build- 
ings. 

% They also report, that the suf of $18, 
has been allowed to the reverend Mr. 
Douglass, rector of Trinity-church, Swedes- 
borough, for performing missionary duties 
at the vacant church at Glassborough ; 
that church being out of the course of Mr. 
Ward’s mission, it was thought the best 
mode thus to supply it. Mr. Douglass re- 
ports, that he has officiated on six Sundays, 
and two week days, at that church, and 
administered the Lord’s supper once.” 

South Carolina. 

On Friday, the first of November, the 
festival of all saints, the holy rite of con- 
firmation was administered, by the right rere- 
rend bishop Bowen, in St. Michaei-: church, 
in the city of Charleston, to fifty persons. 
Morning prayer was read by the reverend 
Dr. Dalcho, and an appropriate sermon, 
from Proverbs ili. 17, delivered by the »-v- 
erend Mr. Lance, of Georgetown. § ‘he 
services were impressive, and the whole 
scene was peculiarly interesting. It is the 
practice of the bishop to administer this 
rite about once a year, or (thirteen months, 
in each of the city churches, in order that 
the persons presenting themselves, on each 
occasion, may not be more in number, than 
to admit of the most satisfactory pastoral 
preparation of them, 


Ordination and Confirmation. 

At an ordination held on Thursday, the 
28th day of November last, in St. Mary’s 
church, Newton, lower falls, the right reve- 
rend the bishop of the eastern diocese pro- 
moted the reverend Alfred L. Baury to the 
holy order of priests. Morning prayer wes 
read by the reverend Isaac Boyle, rector of 
St. Paul’s, Dedham, and a sermon preached 
by the right revered bishop, from Heb. v. 
4 ‘No man taketh this honour unto himself 
but he that is called of God as was. Aaron.” 
Immediately after morning prayer, confir- 
mation was administered to six persons. 
Mr. Baury has accepted the rectorship of 
the interesting church at Newton, and we 
understand is shortly to be instituted. It 
was a pleasing circumstance that he was 
ordained in the church where he is appointed 
to serve. Situated as we are in this coun- 
try, many of the members of our caurch 
having been educated dissenters ; sy little 
being thonght by our dissenting brethren of 
the sacred nature of the ministerial office ; 
and so little known in most places concern- 
ing the solemnity of our ritual on these oc- 
casional services ; there seems to be a pecu- 
liar propriety in holding the ordination of a 
priest in the church where he is appointed 
to minister. 

In the infancy of the church, the apostles 
Paul and Barnabas, as they passed through 
the cliarches of Asia, ** ordained them elders 
in every church.” (Acts xiv. 23.) 


Portugal. 

Late accounts from Lisbon state that on 
the 14th September the corner stone of a 
monument to liberty was Jaid at Lisbon, on 
the spot in Inquisition s-g re, where the in- 
quisition was held, ami.” crowds of joyful 
spectators. It is to be built of the materials 
that composed the part of the buildings of 
the inquisition which has been taken down. 

The cortes, at their present session, has 
passed a law to put down most of the con- 
vents and nuaneries, of which only a very 
few are to remain; allowing no new ones 
for either sex to be created. Their tenasts 
may go iuto the world; or into the estab- 
lishuncnts that are continued in being. In 
twenty or thirty years, perhaps, this race, 
now so numerous, may be extinct. 

The celebrated Corle convent is to be 
put down, as is that upon the rock of Lis- 
bon. And the old man who has for thirty- 
five years inhabited this pinnacle, will it 
is to be hoped, resort to loftier aspirations, 
when he descends to the footing of humani- 
ty. 
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INTRODUCTORY 


PRAYER. 


O ruov Fountain of life and Summary 
of all perfection! We desire, with filial reve- 
rence, confidence and affection, to address Thee 
as our Father in heaven. We would acknowledge 
Thee as the Author of our existence, the God of 
our lives, the Fountain of our joys, and the Foun- 
dation of our hopes. We beseech Thee to hear 
the prayers we make before Thee,....to accept the 
praises we present unto Thee,....and to grant us 
the favors we ask at Thy hand, in the name of 
Christ. Dispose us to a thankful acceptance, and 
a wise improvement of the advantages with which 
we are favored. Form our minds to those just 
apprehensions of true religion, on which our pro- 
gress in it depends. Enable us, by lives of un- 
spotted virtue and evangelical goodness, to adorn 
the gospel. Conduct us, by thy grace and prov- 
idence, through the vicissitudes of life. And 
bring us, in the end, to thy eternal joy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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PSALM xlii. 5. 


WHY ART THOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL? AND WHY 
ART THOU DISQUIETED WITHIN ME ? 


Tuts passage, as to its special occasion 
and its import, has been variously construed. Of 
dejection and disquietude the causes and occa- 
sions are numerous, whether we consider the situ- 
ation of the psalmist, or human life in general. 
The passage has more generally been referred 
to religious dejection or melancholy. Religion, 
which has consolations for all, is not always re- 
ceived in a manner consolatory and comforting. 
There are, who find so little delight and satisfac- 
tion in its ways,...are affected with so much posi- 


tive regret and disquietude,’ that it becomes an 
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important article of pastoral duty, if possible, toe 





remove their scruples and scatter their glooms., 










Some are dejected and melancholy because they 


are dissatisfied as to the mMorives of their moral 






duties and devotional services. They have not 






polluted their consciences with scandalous crimes ; 








they have kept themselves, in good measure, from 






the pollutions of the world ; and they have been 






generally observant of the duties of humanity and 





piety. But they are oppressed with suspicions and 





fears, lest these attentions and observances have 









been from a motive sinister, selfish, and such as 
God will reject. In short, that they have been ac- 
tuated by fear of punishment, rather than love to 
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God and goodness. 
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To persons of this description, we would say :...If 
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you have not the highest cause of exultation and tri- 
umph, neither have you reason to despair or be cast 
down. The religious service, which is most per- 
fect, angelic and grateful to God is certainly that, 


which has love for its principle: but still, THat 






obedience, which arises from FEAR, is infinitely 









preferable to direct oppugnation or lethargic indif- 
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ference. ‘This passion is of the proper character 
of man. It is of God’s implanting in the consti- 
tution ; and the terrors of the Lord are its proper 
object. The laws and precepts, prescribed in 
scripture, are enforced, as well by threatenings to 
excite our fears, as by promises to engage our 
love. Life and death are set before men, that t 
the fear of death may make them choose life : and | 
that, fleeing from the wrath to come, they may 

avail themselves of the mercies of God unto eter- | 
nal salvation. ‘That these fears Have taken opera- { 
tion, so as to govern your life, is a proof that you 
are not dead in trespasses and sins. And the very 
circumstance of your doubts and dejections is a | 
hopeful symptom, that you will rise and progress 
to better views, better principles, and better enjoy- 
ments. Nay, you ought, in this very instance, to 
be touched at once with an incitement to mount 
up on the pinions of holy love. If you find so 
barren of comfort the fears, that possess you....so 
void of consolation their fruits in the life; you 


ought then to look for genuine religion in some- 


Fe OD leg 


thing more lucid and peaceful. You ought 
then to contemplate in religion, pure and un- 


undefiled, a delightful flow and expansion of gen- 
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erous and holy affections and joys, whose native. 
source must be too abundant in goodness to reject 


even the offering of your fears. 


But we will consider your case under a different 
aspect, and look to other causes of dejection and 
disquietude. You, perhaps, are distressed and 
dejected on account of your lukewarmness in de- 
votion. You find, in the closet and in the church, 
a coldness....a deadness and indifference upon your 
spirits ; and, not experiencing that fervor and zeal 
and engagedness in the service of God, which you 
think are requisite to gain acceptance, you suspect 
yourself in a state of reprobation ; and you are 
tempted to discard religion, and to restrain pray- 


er as an unprofitable thing. 


To this I would say :...If your insensibility and 
spiritual languors proceed from inattention and 
voluntary self diversion, you are partaking of the 
natural fruit and just punishment of your neglect 
and error. You, in this thing, are very deeply 
faulty, and strangely wanting to yourself. And it 
imports you to seek the restoration of your qui- 


etude and peace, by seriously reflecting on the 
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motives, which should engage you to serve God 
with singleness of heart, with sincerity, with holy 
zeal, with undivided attention,...and without the 
interruptions and distractions of vain thoughts and 


carnal affections. 


But if you have nor been thus wanting in re- 
ligious attentions....if you have endeavoured to 
come to the devotions of the church and the closet 
with proper views and affections, and yet cannot 
surmount your insensibility and coldness ; then 
consider, if you will, that a great variety obtains 
among mankind, as to tenderness of nature, quick- 
ness of sense, or susceptibility of impression .... 
and that the different degrees of affection and 
fervor, which persons feel in devotion, often de- 
pend on temper and constitution. But will God 
reject the sober, reasonable sacrifice of the cool, 
phlegmatic person, because he cannot rise to the 
heat and vehemence of the passionate and quick- 
spirited ? He, who knoweth whereof you are 
made, will measure the merit of your services, not 
by the ardor of your constitution, but by the 
sincerity of your mind. And since the MIND, 


and not the animal economy, is the seat and prin- 
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ciple of virtue and excellence, it may be expected 
that a service of mind will find acceptance j.... 


that they, who render worship to God on rational 


motives, will be regarded as acting on the most su- 


blime principle, although they feel less than others 


of the raptures and ecstacies of piety. 


But I am disposed, after all, to believe that your 
melancholy rather proceeds from what you ob- 
serve, or FANCY you observe in others, than from 
what you experience in yourself. You have wit- 
nessed, in some of the religious, in the progress of 
what they call awakening and conversion, a tone 
and movement of religious affection much higher 
than what you find it possible to rise to ;....the 
utmost extremes of desperation and triumph ;....at 
one hour, the horrors and throes of self-condem- 
nation and misery,....and anon, the raptures and 
ecstacies of spiritual exultation and joy. And you 
learn from their mouth, in language savoring less 
of modest piety than of presumptuous pride, that 
you must pass through the same agitations and 
tortures and ecstacles ;emust feel as THEY 
feel ;....must experience what they experience ;.... 


must see and know according to their measure of 
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light and knowledge ;....or you cannot obtain sal- 
vation. And finding it impossible thus to feel 
and thus to conceive, you sink down into sadness 


and melancholy. 


But I would take leave, with diffidence, to sug- 
gest a scruple or two on the justness of this unfor- 
tunate conclusion. In the first place, it is doubted 
whether you are caPABLE of feeling as these 
persons feel : and—it is doubted whether you 
ouGuT to feel as they feel. Have you the same 
natural propensities with them? Have you the 
same warmth of constitution? Is your animal 
system equally ardent and inflammable? Have 
your means of information been of the same stinted 
measure ? Have you lived their lives....formed 
their habits ;....and has your conscience received 
the same wounds and violations ?--—-Not to men- 
tion, that there is much infuriate zeal, which is not 
according to knowledge ; not to mention, that 
there are many imposing pretences to piety, which 
are hypocritical ;....not to enlarge on these things, 
we would premise, that the same ardent animal 
temperament, which betrays persons into debau- 


chery, intemperance, maliciousness, and every vice, 
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which tends to darke nthe understanding and de- 
prave the heart, renders them the subjects of these 


spiritual heats and extravagances. 


Nor would we question butthese animal distur- 
bances are sometimes connected with real convic- 
tions, which lead to a happy revolution of char- 
acter ; for which they have abundant reason of 
thankfulness to Him, from whom every good 
gift cometh down. There is often however, in 
these subjects of real congratulation, something to 
lament and deplore. In subjects of spiritual 
progress, every appearance of spiritual pride is 
mortifying. Itis a sorry spectacle indeed when 
those, who have recently been washed from their 
pollutions, and who are bound, by every conside- 
ration, to humility, watchfulness, and self distrust, 
become inquisitors upon the conduct and senti- 
ments of their betters ; and presume to address 
such, as have not run to the same excess of riot, 
in the language of rebuke and reproach. If you 
regard this conduct as you certainly ought, it will 
not browbeat you into melancholy,....it will excite 


vour pity, and awaken your pious regrets. 
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That every passionate devotee is marked by 
these unfavorable circumstances, we would not 
suppose. Nor would we, in the smallest degree, 
undervalue or discredit those sensible, sudden con- 
versions, which without dcubt are sometimes last- 
ing and happy. Instead of doubting or denying 
these merciful dispensations, we would rejoice in 
every instance, in which irreligion and immorality 
are remarkably arrested. We would congratulate 
every subject of providential escape from the 
snares of infidelity and sin. We would bless God 
for every instance, in which remarkable providences, 
impressive discourses, religious books, touching 
expressions and sentences, or any affecting incidents 
of life, have been the means of awakening the eare- 
less, and converting the wicked from the error of 
their ways. A sudden and solemn, and highly im- 
portant and Necessary change has passed upon 
these persons. Such a change may be indispens- 
ably necessary to many: but we contend, that it 
is not equally soto EVERY oNE. We do allege, 
that as there is, in the nature of things, a great va- 
riety of religious condition ; so the supposition, 
that every person, without distinction, ‘ought to 


be miserable till he is the subject of such a change,’ 
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is incorrect, unscriptural, and highly detrimental te 
the interests of goodness. For, in what does this 
change consist ? Is it a revolution of opinion ; the 
receiving of a set of new objects, on the part of the 
understanding ? But there are of every religious 
system many, who have grown up in its belief, and 
consequently some of your system, whosoever you 
are that urge this necessity. Is it a change pro- 
duced in the affections ? But there are many, who 
never have felt themselves, or been viewed by oth- 
ers, as settled haters of God and goodness. Is it 
a revolution in the life, a turning from sin to holi- 
ness ? But there are many, who, having persever- 
ed hitherto in the pious courses of early education, 
are not now conscious ‘ of ever having been with- 
out the influence of religion ; of ever having lost 
sight of its sanctions ; of ever having renounced 
them ;’ of ever having violated them, in the gen- 
eral course of their conduct. Do all these persons 
require an immediate, radical, total change of affec- 
tions and habits and views, completely subversive 
of all their prior discipline and progress? The 
thing is not to be believed. 
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It has all along been supposed, that the unfortu- 
nate person, to whom the subject may particularly 
apply, is not so unfortunate as to have made ship- 
wreck of faith and of a good conscience. I have 
supposed that you believe the gospel; that you 
feel yourself bound to its requirements ; and that 
you sincerely desire to be possessed of its spirit and 
temper. You are not then to think yourself de- 
voted to perdition, because you cannot fix your 
memory upon the time and circumstances of your 
conversion. You are not to despair, because you 
feel not all the transport and ecstacy, which others 
express ; and because you have not the confidence 
and assurance of which they boast. Your case is 
not thus hopeless. The instructions, the precepts, 
the promises of the sacred word speak better things 
on your behalf. Let the case of the humble, 
prayerful publican, in the temple, instruct you. 
Let the mercies of God, as proclaimed in every 
part of his works and word, excite and encourage 
you. Be instant in prayer, that the influencing 
principles, which have hitherto been with you, may 
be strengthened ;....that your darkness may be re- 
moved, your prospects brightened, and your con- 


solations enlarged. Be constant in your en- 
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deavours after new degrees of knowledge, of faith, 
and of moral improvement. Be diligent in duty : 
and be of good cheer. Hope thou in God; for 
thou shalt yet praise Him, who is the health of thy 
countenance, and thy God. 


Now to God, even our Father, who hath loved 


us, and given us everlasting consolation and good 


hope, to H1rm be rendered all honor and glory, 


dominion and power, both now and forever. 
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In General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United State: 
of America, at Baltimore. 


House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, Wednesday, May 18, 1808, A. M. 


* On motion, Resolved unanimonsly, That the thanks-of the Conven- 
tion be returned to the Right Rev. Bishop White for his sermon preached 
before the Convention this morning, and that he be requested to furnish a 
copy for publication. 


«« The House of Bishops concurred in this resolution, and informed this 
House that the Right Rev. Bishop White would furnish a copy of his ser- 
mon for the purpose aforesaid.” 


Extract from the Sournals. 


JOHN HENRY HOBART, Secretary 
of the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies 




















A SERMON. 








2 CORINTHIANS vy. 20. 


Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead, be 
ye reconciled to God. 


Ir may seem inconsistent, that the Apostle appears to 
address the members of the Church of Corinth, as if, at the 
time of his writing this epistle, they stood in need of the 
reconciliation spoken of. Certainly, the sentiment does not 
seem agreeable to the usual manner of St. Paul, in his epis- 
tles to the churches: for, however he may have occasion to 
set things in order among them, in some respects; and even 
to reprove them in others; yet he acknowledges them, 
under the name of “ Saints,” or of the “ elect of God,” or 
of “ the sanctified in Christ Jesus ;” or in some such de- 
scription of the Christian character. The last of these ex- 
pressions is applied by him to the Corinthians, in his former 
epistle. In the epistle now before us, he considers them ~ 
as “ partakers with him in the sufferings and in the con- 
solations” of the Christian calling; and, in a strong figure, 
he tells them, “‘ ye are the Epistle of Christ, written, not 
with ink, but with the spirit of the living God.” Why then, 
it may be said, does he address them in the text as if they 
were still “ dead in trespasses and sins ;” and accordingly 
had still need of “ the ministry of reconciliation?” 

This difficulty is done away, by the fidelity with which 
the translators of the Bible have noted in italic characters 
such words as they did not find in the original; but which 
they thought might be usefully added for amplification. The 
word “ you,” twice used in the text, is printed in italics: 
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and if, by a most strict translation, we omit it, the effect 
of the alteration will be a description to the Corinthians in- 
deed, of the gospel ministry ; but the speaking of its mes- 
sage, as addressed to unbelieving and to apostate persons. 
For then the reading will be—‘ As though God did beseech 
‘by us, and we pray in Christ’s stead” ——meaning, we beseech 
and ptay those who are strangers to the covenant of pro- 
mise, “ be ye reconciled to God.” 

I have introduced what I think a just criticism, merely 
because it makes the text in form, as it is, according to 
either translation, in matter, agreeable to the general tenor 
of holy writ. And I shall consider the words as setting be- 
fore us the following particulars concerning Gospel Ministers : 

I. Their characters, 

II. Their commission. 

III. Their message. 

1. We have here the character of Gospel Ministers; which 
is, indeed, involved in the second head proposed: and my 
only reason for making it a separate branch of this discourse, 
is to say a few words to vindicate from reproach the title 
thus given to the Ministers of Christ. For it has been a fa- 
vourite topic of infidelity, to represent this title as a cover of 
spiritual pride; which, taken in connection with the stain 
of that black passion sometimes defiling the clerical pro- 
fession, may make it the dictate of mistaken modesty in the 
minister of Christ, to decline a dignity with which he is 
vested by the word of God. 

Let it then be, in the first place, remarked, that arro- 
gancy, where it exists, has its origin in causes very distinct 
from mere names; and that where those causes lurk, there 
are no names which may not be a cover of their baseness. 
What name more humble than that of servant of servants? , 
And yet it has been borne by those who have trampled on 
the sovereignties of kings and states, and usurped a domi- 
wion oyer the whole Christian Church. 
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But, independently on this, the whole question turns on a 
fallacy, by too rigid an application of a word, which being 
taken from dealings among men, and here connected with 
dealings of God to men, should be interpreted on the same 
principle, as an allusion or metaphor ; in regard to which, it 
is not necessary that the comparison should hold in many 
points; but it is sufficient, that this ground of comparison be 
conspicuous in the single point which the allusion is intended 
to illustrate. 

Now, the property of the Christian ministry especially in 
view, in its being compared to an embassy, is simply its 
being founded on the appointment of another, with the trust, 
the dependence, and the responsibility involved in that idea ; 
all which tend, not to arrogance, but to self abasement. 

The sentiment that it is under the appointment of another 
has this operation, by pointing out to the minister, that not 
his own glory, but his Master’s, should be the end of his 
ministry : a circumstance always to be kept in view, while 
there shall be those infirmities of human nature, which lead 
so many who consider the peace of the church of less im- 
portance, than the pre-eminence with their respective par- 
ties ; and with the most plausible and imposing pretensions, 
to “ speak perverse things, that they may draw away disci- 
ples after them.” 

As the recollection of such a supereminent authority has 
the effect ascribed to it, so also has that of the trust thence 
derived : a trust, obliging to the delivery of a will revealed; 
than which nothing more effectually imposes restraint on the 
human imagination ; and checks natural inclination to “ esta- 
blish for doctrines the commandments and the suggestions 
of men.” 

Of the same important use, is the dependence which the 
doctrine suggests; a dependence on a “ strength without 
which we can do nothing; and which is to be made perfect 
in Our weakness.” 
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‘The same too may be said of our responsibility to God, 
concerning what is fitly called a stewardship, which we must 
give an account of; and talents, of which we must render the 
returns. 

All these things are included in the comparison of the 
Christian ministry to an embassy; and surely they must all 
be seen as motives of “ fear and trembling,” and not as in- 
ducements to “ think of ourselves more highly than we 
ought to think.” 

If, after all, the objection should be directed not at the 
name, but at the thing referred to by the allusion; not at the 
apprehension of assumed importance to the persons, but at 
the deriving of the authority from a divine source ; I answer, 
that this is to be defended on other grounds; being a claim 
founded on the word of God, and not to be relinquished 
without a desertion of our station and of our trust. 

2. And, therefore, I remarked, as the second particular 
in the text, the commission under which the gospel ministry 
is instituted. 

We have the more occasion to insist on this, because of 
two opposite errors, of very mischievous tendency. 

The first is that which degrades the ministerial office to 
be the creature of discretion, and altogether subject to its 
operations. For there are some, who, acknowledging the 
expediency of an order of men to be set apart for this pur- 
pose, yet deny that it is any thing more; which subjects it 
to human will, as well in the administration of the sacra- 
ments as in discipline: and this may not only furnish politi- 
cians with pretexts for so controling the gospel by the force 
of law, as to make it subservient to wicked purposes; but in 
a variety of ways, may subject the most important interests 
of the Church to the caprices and the local prejudices of 
those who, from time to time, bear a sway in her concerns, 

The other error is the setting up of a private call as the 
ground of ministerial authority. For it being admitted that 
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this is the way in which the minister derives his commission 
to occupy himself in ecclesiastical offices; it follows, that the 
higher power is not to be limited by the lower; and so fare- 
well to all obligation of ecclesiastical determinations, whe- 
ther for the regulating of public prayer and preaching, or for 
the governing of private conduct. 

In opposition to these two errors, the former of which 
will always have an alliance with infidelity, and the latter 
with fanaticism, it is to be held up as a scriptural truth, that 
the trpe ground of a right to exercise the ministry is, as our 
Church article expresses it, “ the being called and chosen to 
the work by men who have public authority given unto them 
in the congregation, to call and send ministers into the Lord’s 
vineyard :” this authority, to call and send, knowing of no 
other source than by derivation from the authority given by 
our blessed Saviour himself, when he said to his Apostles, 
** As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” 

None will deny that an express commission was given to 
the Apostles themselves, to “ go and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost ;” and if any should pretend, that the 
commission was restrained to them, and not to be handed 
in succession, such an opinion does not consist with the pro- 
mise accompanying the command-—“ And, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world!” Which implies, 
that the commission was not to them only, but also to all 
who should come after them, in the Ministry. 

So it was understood by the Apostles: For except in the 
case of Matthias, who was divinely designated by lot, and 
in that of St. Paul, who “ neither received the gospel of 
man, neither was taught it, but by the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ ;’’ all admission to the ministry was by ordination; as 
in the instance of Timothy, who is said to have been re- 
ceived to it by “ the laying on of the Apostle’s hands.” And 
then, for indubitable testimony, that the power of ordination 
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was to go further than the hand which first conveyed it, he 
tells Timothy, “ the things which thou hast heard of me, 
the same commit thou unto faithful men, who shall be able 
to teach others also.” And in like manner he reminds Titus 
—‘ For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest 
set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in 
every city, as I appointed thee.” 

In short, it appears that a succession in the ministry was 
provided by the same high authority which first declared the 
gospel itself. Whether in that succession there were a dis- 
‘parity, limiting the power of handing it down to an order 
supereminent to the others, has been a question much agi- 
tated; a question which it will be inconsistent with the pre- 
sent limits to discuss; and which, therefore, should not have 
been mentioned, were it not that the very cases here adduced 
of Timothy and Titus, are actual instances of there being 
some of that higher order, in addition to the Apostles 
themselves. The more the subject is canvassed, the more 
the fact will be evident, of there never having been a period 
in the Christian Church without an order of the clergy 
cloathed with certain authorities, including this of ordina- 
tion, not committed to the other orders. 

And now, if this circumstance of regular admission to 
the ministry were matter of mere form, we might acknow- 
ledge that no extreme danger need be apprehended from 
omitting it, however ancient. But far from this, it will be 
impossible to detach it from its duties, so as to give up the 
divine appointment of the former, without subjecting the 
obligation of the latter to be lessened, or even entirely re- 
jected, as changing interests or inclinations may prompt. 
When the Apostle charges Timothy, “ before God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, to preach the word,” and to do the other 
duties of his calling ; when, in another place he tells him— 
“ O Timothy, keep chat which is committed to thy trust ;” 
und when he savs of himself, ** a dispensation is committed 








Fear 

unto me; and woe be unto me if I preach not the gospel ;” 
is it not evident that these, and all such weighty injunctions, 
presume other ground than the ministry’s resting on mere 
opinion of usefulness or of expediency ; or than its being an 
occupation to be engaged in, or abandoned, as private motives | 
may prompt? Yes; they are connected with the belief of 
there being a divine commission, given in the infancy of the 
Church, and to be coeval with it ; designating a certain order 
of men who are empowered and enjoined to publish the gos- 
pel of truth; to declare and defend its evidences; to open 
and explain its doctrines; to press, by argument and by per- 
suasion, its precepts; to administer its ordinances; and to 
give assurances of its consolations. All this is scripture 
truth. If it have been mixed with error, it becomes us to 
separate the chaff from the wheat, and not to confound and 
reject the whole. If some, prompted by selfish passions, 
have “ preached themselves, and not Christ Jesus the Lord ;” 
if others, by personal insolence, have “ lorded it over God’s 
heritage ;” and if an enormous power, designated in scrip- 
ture, has seated itself in the temple of God, with the boast 
of being clothed with his attributes, the way to counteract 
these evils is not to give up the ministry’s divine origin. 
On the contrary, they are thus the more confirmed ; because 
the advocates of them will always appeal to the authorities 
which they have perverted and misapplied. No; let the 
. truth be declared, as deducible from scripture; and this can 
never, by fair interpretation, or by consequences naturally 
arising from it, justify any thing unworthy of that gospel, 
the professed object of which is to promote “ peace and good 
will among men.” 

After all; whatever there subsists of divine sanction in 
the ministerial character and commission, it is with a view 
to and for the enforcing of the message to which they are 
attached. 
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3. And fo state to you the leading properties of this mes- 
sage, was to be the third head of this discourse. 

Here, before we enter into the message itself, let us take 

notice of the gracious and winning manner in which it is to 
be tendered. Gospel ministers are to “ beseech in God’s 
name,” and to “ pray in Christ’s stead.” God, who has the 
supreme right to command, draws his creatures with the 
cords of love. Christ, to whom all power is given in heaven 
and in earth, yet condescended, in the days of his flesh, to 
invite and to entreat. Well, therefore, may their ministers 
appear for them in the least assuming guise, and make their 
appeal to the affections. For the treasure is to pass through 
earthen vessels, and will always be in danger of being tinc- 
tured by its defilements. The message is to be delivered by 
men, and may, therefore, be hindered by their frailties: and 
it is even well if it meet with no impediment from their 
passions. Hence they have, in regard to some duties of 
their ministry, a call to the strictest vigilance, lest they dis- 
charge them in such a manner as to show that “ they know 
not what manner of spirit they are of.” But not so in the 
leading duty of all, the laying open of the offers of redeem- 
ing love; the laying of them open in such a manner as is 
inconsistent with any other object than the salvation of the 
persons addressed ; and, accordingly, by the pressing of their 
duty principally by such motives as are a call on their grati- 
tude and their honour. 

It is true, there are other considerations which the Chris- 
tian minister is to bring before his hearers: for the laws of 
Ged have the sanction of punishments as well as of rewards; 
and the scriptures threaten “ tribulation and anguish to every 
soul of man that doeth evil.” Yes; this is the way in which 
they denounce vice ; but it is not the way in which they in- 
vite to virtue, to that holy and sublime virtue which is the 
essence of the Christian system. To this, the uniform mean 






























¢ 11 ) 


in scripture is persuasion; and, accordingly, the very mes« 
sage put into the mouths of the ministers of the gospel, in 
the very place too where it was intended to delineate the 
most descriptive trait of their office, is, ‘‘ as though God did 
beseech you by us; and we pray you in Christ’s stead.” 

If from this we go on to the consideration of the message 
itself, the first particular occurring is, that recanciliation sup- 
poses preceding enmity. And here it may seem absurd, that 
an individual of the whole race of mankind, much less that 
all of them, in their natural state, should be represented as 
bearing an hatred to God ; to that good Being “ who holdeth 
our feet in life ;” who “ giveth us all things to enjoy ;” at 
whose word arose the whole beautiful frame of the universe, 
by whose providence it is preserved, and by whose presence 


it is blest. My brethren, thie is not the meaning; as if the — 


being, or the perfections, or the works of God, were objects 
of disapprobation or disesteem with many: but the tone of 
the sentiment consists in an alienation from his image, and a 
repugnancy to his laws. He is essentially holy; and, there- 
fore, every thing impure is opposed to his perfections. Be- 
nevo.ence is his most distinguished attribute ; and, of course, 
injurious and uncharitable dispositions are a defacing of that 
kkeness, which all moral agents should bear to him, their 
great original. It is a duty stamped on our condition of 
creatures, to be grateful for his mercies, and continually to 
feel and to confess our dependence on his good providence ; 
and, accordingly, our reluctance to all this implies a contrast 
to his amiable nature. -- Now, when the scriptures speak of 
us as being naturally at enmity with God, it is partly on ac- 
count of the breach of the original condition of our creation ; 
and partly because of that repugnancy to good, and that bias 
to evil, with which we were born; and which, unless cor- 
rected and restrained by divine grace, evidences itself in 
neglect, discontent, and rebellion towards God; in envy, 
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hatred and injuries to our fellow creatures; and in sensual 
depravity and excess. And herein consists the renovating 
influence of Christianity; that, to destroy the bitter fruit of 
this deadly tree, it does not prune the branches, but corrects 
it at the root; that, to recover men from a state of sin, it first 
destroys that enmity against God, which is its origin and its 
support. 

Hence the reconciliation spoken of in the text; that is, 
submission, penitence, and the beginning of reformation, on 
the part of man; and on the part of God, pardon, accept- 
ance, and the covenanted aids of grace; all through the 
atoning merits of Christ, than whom “ there is none other 
name given under heaven, whereby we can be saved.” This 
is the high and leading sense of revelation, on which hang 
all its truths, its promises, and its obligations. Accordingly, 
the Apostle, just before the text, had declared, ** God was 
in Christ,” that is, manifesting himself by this Son of his 
love—‘‘ reconciling the world unto himself,” meaning, by 
his acceptance of the atonement offered for it. Reconcilia- 
tion being thus offered by the party where sovereignty had 
been .“ nded, the Apostle might well make the Gospel 
message to consist in an invitation to the offender, to be re- 
conciled unto God by a renouncing of the ground of offence, 
in Opposition to his transcendent goodness. 

Having availed ourselves of the ground of reconciliation 
thus given, we become reconciled to the attributes of God; 
even in the relation in which we stand to them; reconciled 
to his holiness, to his ompiscience, and to his moral govern- 
ment; all which, however amiable in themselves, are con- 
templated by us in a state of alicnation and enmity, as being 
full of terror and of danger. ; 

We become reconciled also to his laws. These, however, 
in themselves holy, just and good, are, to the natural man, 
forbidding and severe. But not so when we have been 
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“ brought near to God by the blood of the cross ;” for then 
his service is perfect freedom ; and all that he requires is not 
more our duty than our happiness. 

And we are reconciled to the dispensations of his provi- 
dence ; the severer of which will always be occasions of 
murmur or of despondency ; until, being contemplated as the 
visitations of a Father, they are taken in connection with their 
intended use, of bringing us nearer and nearer to himself. 

Such is the reconciliation spoken of: and as it implied 
a retrospect to a past state of enmity, so it also looks for- 
ward to a future living in that “ peace with God which 
passeth all understanding.”’ Instead of a state of rebellion 
against him, there succeeds another warfare, the weapons 
of which are “ mighty to the pulling down of the strong 
holds of sin within us.” That mercy which has “ relieved 
us from the curse of the law,” does not dispense with obe- 
dience to it in future; but, on the contrary, binds us to it 
by new obligations and by extraordinary promises. 

The gospel message being thus opened, I will take occa- 
sion, before I apply it to the present circumstance of our 
being assembled, to tender it to all who can be suppose the 
objects of it. You, if there be any present, who have never 
been within Christ’s visible fold! you too, of whom a 
stranger may presume that there are some who have been 
brought within it by the rite of baptism, but have denied its 
obligation by a life of sin! “ to you is the word of this 
sulvation sent.” We contemplate you, for so we are re- 
quired by the oracles of God, as in a state of alienation from 
him. Yet we address you, not in the threatnings of Sinai, 
but in the persuasive voice of gospel love. ‘ We beseech 
you in God’s behalf, we pray you in Carist’s stead, be ye 
reconciled unto God.” Be ye reconciled to him, by re- 
nouncing whatever is offensive to his holy eye; by giving up 
your hearts to the inspirations, and your actions to the guid- 
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ance of his spirit; by making a worthy profession of his 
name, and by living as the heirs of a better world. 

To my Clerical Brethren, now making a part of our assem- 
bled General Convention, I will take the opportunity of sug- 
gesting the improvement of the doctrine—that the principal 
property of their office is its being entrusted with the minis- 
try of reconciliation; that is, with the drawing of men to it 
by persuasion, and the sealing of it to them by the sacra- 
ments. 

For with us, my Reverend Brethren, as you know, the 
principal field of labour is not that referred to in the text, in 
the strict and obvious letter of it—the proclaiming of the good 
news of grace to persons who, by the condition of their birth, 
have been “ strangers to the covenants of promise, and with- 
out God in the world ;” but it is partly to cherish the Chris- 
tian-state of persons who have been brought to Christ in 
baptismal regeneration; and partly to recover to grace those 
who have fallen from it; being “taken in the snare of the 
devil, and led captive by him at his will.” These are a 
work of greater difficulty than the other, as must be per- 
ceived on an attention to the common impediment of both, 
which is the corruption of the human heart, resisting alike 
an admission of the evidences of the gospel, and a submis- 
sion to its guidance. The former, however, may find op- 
portunities in moments of cool reflection, or in those of a 
proper view of the unsatisfying enjoyments of the world, 
or of sensibility to the despotic tyranny of sin. But to 
persuade men to walk in that continual fear of God, which 
alone can secure against the temptations meeting them in 
all the engagements of life; and this not always in the open 
danger of avowed hostility, but sometimes in the deceitful 
guise of pretended friendship; and not this only, but occa- 
sionally under the false appearances of duty, by which satan 
is said to “ transform himself into an angel of light ;” in 














( 15 ) 


short, to aid our hearers in a warfare, the formidable nature 
of which is strikingly figured to us by an Apostle, when he 
describes it as calling for “‘ the girdle of truth, the breast- 
plate of righteousness, the sandals of peace, the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the spirit”—This is a work to 
be aimed at in our discourses from the’ pulpit, and in such 
private advice as opportunity may be given for; which can 
be exceeded in difficulty only by that other branch of our 
ministry referred to, the calling of sinners back, through the 
pains of repentance, to the mercies from which they have 
wandered. For, Brethren, we justly complain of being mis- 
understood by those who, from the doctrine of our Church 
of being in grace in baptism, infer that we make light of the 
repentance due from those hosts of baptized sinners who live 
continually exposed to the judgments of God; the more so 
from having been within his holy covenant, and from having 
rejected the benefits pledged on his part, and the stipulations 
made on theirs. The scriptures observe a manifest distinc- 
tion between persons of this description, and those to whom 
the word of salvation is in the first instance sent. These 
are, indeed, called to repentance, the essence of which is a 
change of mind ; and this will always imply sorrow for sin ; 
because, ‘* what man is there who liveth.and sinneth not?” 
But when the same scriptures speak of sinning after grace 
received, they contemplate it as quite another subject. It 
is then “ the crucifying of the Son of God afresh, and the 
putting of him to an open shame.” It is then declared ex- 
ceedingly difficult to “ renew them again to repentance,” on 
account of the impossibility of any new motives to that effect; 
which I take to be the sense of the impossibility spoken of 
in the passage here alluded to. And there is then held out 
to them in awful warning, that “‘ there remaincth no more 
sacrifice for sin ;” meaning no other besides that which they 
have ceased to look to; and to which they would of course 
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be more reluctant to return, than to lay hold of some new 
hope, if any such there were, not subjecting them to shame 
and self-reproach for past apostacy. 

This being their deplorable condition, let us not judge so 
strictly of the persuasion with which the gospel is armed in 
the point of view in which it is exhibited in the text; as if 
there were not that other point of view alluded to by the 
same Apostle, where he says—‘* Knowing the terrors of the 
Lord, we persuade men.” And there is something well 
deserving our attention in the manner in which these moré 
awful motives are here stated, as to be addressed by us to the 
conscience. They may be so improperly brought forward, 
as if the authority on which they rest were principally that of 
the speaker; and as if his dignity were offended, and his 
control resisted, by a disregard of the dreadful penalty dis- 
played. But, says the Apostle, we know, and, as is im- 
plied, we preach the terrors of the Lord ; yet in such a man# 
ner as shows that not ourselves in any shape, but our hearers 
and their best interests are the object. And this-is a dis- 
tinction which is well exemplified to us in a well known ex- 
hortation attached to one of the offices of our Church, in 
which, after the public reader of it has set before delinquents 
the awful judgments of an offemded God, yet this hinders 
him not from afterwards “ bidding them in the name of God, 
from calling them in Christ’s behalf, and from exhorting 
them as they love their own salvation,” to the opposite of 
what had been so fearfully set before them. 

But, Brethren, in respect to this and every other branch 
of the ministerial duty, there will be no danger of falling 
short, if our consciences be duly impressed by what the 
text more directly sets before us, so as that it shall recur 
frequently and always when duty is at stake—It is the trust, 
the dependence, the responsibility characteristic of our 
ministerial calling. In how many ways did our blessed 
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Saviour vary this very sentiment, in order to present it con> 
tinually to. our recollection? In one place, it is a ‘talent, 
given to trade with: in another, it is a stewardship, of which 
an account is to be rendered: and, in another, it is a mis- 
sion to compel men, doubtless by the suitable means of con- 
viction and persuasion, to come within the Gospel pale. If 
in our Lord’s commission to his Apostles, and in their mea- 
sures under it, there were any room, as indeed there is not, 
to balance on the question of a divine designation of the Mi- 
nistry and a Succession under it, the matter might be deter- 
mined by what have been here referred to, of preceding de- 
clarations ; showing it to have been an object in contempla- 
tion from the beginning. It is indeed surprising, that any, 
who acknowledge the reasonableness and the utility of an in- 


stituted Ministry, should not perecive at once the propriety 
of resting it on the ground here taken, rather than on the 


will of man; whether as the dictate of expediency, agree- 
ably to some, or as of personal persuasion, agreeably to 
others: the one making all duty dependent on present 
feeling, and the other moulding the work after the change- 
able standard of human opinion or caprice. But if the case 
have been provided for, by an authority infinitely higher, 
and by a directory far more explicit—what stable, ground of 
obligation is there to the duties of the Christian Ministry, 
when we are invited to them by an Apostte, where he says 
—‘ I charge thee before God and the elect Angels;” by an- 
other Apostle, in the address, ‘‘ the Elders among you I 
exhort, who am also-an Elder ;” and by our Lord in person, 
where he admonishes—“ Let your loins be girded about and 
your lights burning.” In these, and in many similar inti- 
mations, our duties come to us with an authority, with which 
no human law can clothe them, and with a certainty which 
no self-persuasion can ensure. 

However, -therefore, Brethren, the sentiment may have 
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been disgraced by some, and however, on this actount, it 
may appear in a suspicious shape to others, let there be no 
hesitation in any Clergyman to claim to his office the title of 
heavenly origin, which will the more impress him with the 
sense of the account he is to render of his stewardship. 

If, however, under a charge which should make him little 
in his own eyes, he should be, as the Apostle says, “ vainly 
puffed up with his fleshly mind ;” it is one of the ways in 
which ‘‘ that which should be for men’s health becomes to 
them an occasion of falling.” And in this event, dreadful 
will be the issue. For as the Angels who “ kept not their 
estate appointed to them,” are “ reserved to the judgment 
of the great day ;” so we may well look for the same to those 
who make a sacred character a covering for passions the most 
opposed to the graces which it was given to inculcate. Some 
frailties are so imposing in their nature, that it is difficult to 
judge how far they may conceal themselves from a mind 
otherwise assimilated to the spirit of the Gospel. But pride, 
and especially pride founded on the clerical character, is what 
seems to imply an entire absence of its holy influence ; and 
the practice of the person tainted with it will be a contradic- 
tion of the most. important instructions which it will be his 
duty to deliver. 

Be assured, Brethren, that in being far removed from this 
dark and depraved spirit, you will give one of the best proofs 
of your being worthy servants of that Master, who was 
“ meek and lowly in heart,” and who, though in his pre- 
existent dignity divine, yet, for the example of all mankind, 
“‘ made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, humbling himself, and becoming obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.” 

As well to my Lay Brethren of the Convention as to the 
Clerical, I will take the opportunity of mentioning, that while 
I have been engaged in opening the session at their desire, 
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there has often recurred to’me the painful recollection, that 
¥ am supplying the place of a deceased brother,* in the dis- 
charge of a duty undertaken by him, at our last triennial meet- 
ing. If from present health and strength there were any con- 
tinuance of them to be counted on, little could it at that time. 
have been supposed, by those of us who beheld him entering 
on the Kpiscopacy, and who entertained expectations justi- 
fied by known talents and an established reputation, that he 
was so soon to be removed from his works to his reward. 
My first acquaintance with him, except that of correspon- 
dence held some short time before, was nearly twenty-three 
years ago, at the first Convention held for the organizing of 
our Church. My opinion formed of him on that occasion, 
and confirmed by whatever I have since known of him, was 
his possessing of a capacity much above the common standard ; 
and his being furnished, as with all the endowments which 
could qualify him to serve the Church, so especially with that 
which the crisis of her situation particularly called for—a de- 
termination of mind equally resisting innovation in whatever 
could be deemed essential to her system; yet conforming to 
existing circumstances, in matters confessedly subject to dis- 
cretion. And besides this, there was something in his de- 
portment, in whatever was interesting to the Church, which 
forbade all apprehension of there being any reference to self. 
Doubtless, all who knew him counted on his filling of his 
new station with dignity, and with benefit to the Church. 

But the ways of God, although unsearchable, must be wise : 

and while we bow in submission to his sovereign will, I am 
confident that all my Episcopal brethren will join me in the 
sentiment, that the greater the loss of the Church in the de- 
cease of our respected brother, the more desirable to those 
who remain will be the prayers of their Clerical and their 


* Right Rey. Bishop Parker, of Massachusetts. 
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Lay Brethren here assembled, and of all other faithful mem- 
bers of our communion, in order that the Church of God may 
not suffer through our negligence or our mistakes ; and especi- 
ally, that being with her representatives now in Ecclesiastical 
Convention, there may be on all of us that aid of the grace 
of God, which alone can bring the business of it to a happy 
issue, rendering its acts, as we trust have been those of former 
occasions of this sort, not unsuitable to a branch of that Ca- 
tholic Church, which is “ built on the foundation of the 


Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone.” | 


‘THE END. 














